WORLD HABITAT DAY 2003 CELEBRATION IN GENEVA

SUMMARY REPORT

UN-HABITAT Geneva Office organised two events at the Palais des Nations to celebrate World Habitat Day 2003. A round-table discussion took place in the morning, followed by a press conference in the afternoon. In response to calls from the European media, six radio interviews were given either in French, English or Italian by the Director of UN-HABITAT’s office in Geneva and the Senior Liaison Officer of the Office (ref. 3). The local press also published various articles on the global theme of the year: “Water and Sanitation for Cities” 

An exhibition presenting UN-HABITAT posters and publications was organised at the Palais des Nations.
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Below is a summary of the activities in Geneva:

1. A roundtable on “Water and Sanitation for Cities. Security Governance Challenges and Risk Management”, Palais des Nations, Geneva, 6 October 2003, 9.30 am–1.00 pm. 

More than 60 participants attended the round table representing a wide range of organisations including: the Permanent Missions from Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ethiopia, Malaysia, Mauritius and the Federation of Russia; UN Agencies and Programmes based in Geneva including:  FAO, IAEA, ISDR, UNDP, UNECE, UNEP, UNHCHR, UNHCR, UN-NGLS, UNOG, UNOPS, WHO, WMO; NGOs and the civil society prominently represented by the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC) our guest of honour; the two cities of Geneva and Lausanne; and finally the academic sector  represented by  the  Polytechnic School of Lausanne, the Graduate Institute of Development Studies and  the Graduate Institute of International Studies, Geneva, and the  University of Neuchâtel (refer to Annex 1).

The panel focused on security issues and risk management in water and sanitation and conditions for a successful public-private partnership process servicing the urban poor.   The first panellist and guest of honour, Dr. Darren Saywell, representative of the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC), one of the winners of UN-HABITAT Scroll of Honours 2003 for the WASH campaign activities made a presentation on: “Improving the Access of the Urban Poor to Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene”. He presented the WASH Campaign as a close partnership between UN-HABITAT and WSSCC suited to tackle on the urban challenges crisis from water and sanitation perspective and used concrete examples to show WSSCC is trying to respond to these challenges.

Ms. Helena Molin Valdes, Senior Officer, United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR), intervened under the theme of “Resilient Communities and Cities – Managing Risk to Natural Hazards” and her presentation covered the introduction on the development impact of disasters on cities; risk management towards resilient communities; governance aspects of risk management; and challenges in the context of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction.

Mr. Maurizio Pieroni, UN-HABITAT’s Senior Liaison Officer in Geneva and former Coordinator of the UN-HABITAT programme in Souleymani, Northern Iraq, highlighted the water and sanitation problems in crisis situations.  Using illustrations from the Iraqi situation, he outlined the goals, inclusive strategies, main actors and operational plan need to guide implementation in such situations. 

Mr. Boris Woelflé, Chief of Service, Infrastructure Division, City of Geneva, provided insight, analysis and perspectives from a recent field mission to Afghanistan organised by the International Solidarity Fund of Cities Against Poverty, and promoted by the cities of Geneva and Lyon. He presented the experience of City-to-City cooperation on: “Urban Waste Collect and Treatment in the Cities of Kabul and Charikar, Afghanistan: Observations from a field mission and perspectives of cooperation”.

Meanwhile, Ms. Vessela Moutafova, Project Coordinator from International Rainwater Harvesting Alliance and member of the WSSCC focused on experiences on “Rainwater Harvesting in Cities”. She presented the “use of rainwater in city” with an ecological perspective on sanitation and water delivery. The presentation was illustrated by concrete case studies. 
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Before opening the debate, Ms Lacroux recalled that the presentations by panellists had covered a wide range of stakeholder perspective but acknowledged that the private sector perspective had not been specifically addressed.  The debate included questions about WSSCC activities, on the status of UN-HABITAT’s Water and Sanitation Trust Fund and on the main UN actors in the water sector both at the international and at country levels.  Also raised were issues water pricing and financial management for investments.

The WHO representative highlighted the need for urgent advocacy on the inter-dependence between health, water, sanitation and hygiene conditions to address the deteriorating health situation and highlighted the need to improve the management of water utilities to expand coverage to those in great despair, particularly the poorest living in peri-urban areas. More needed to be done in the area of waste water treatment otherwise it would be difficult to achieve the Millennium Development Goals in some of the critical sub-regions in the world, 

Professor JC Bolay from l’Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL)reminded all the participants about the need to promote the public-private dialogue under the good governance principles. “How can we accommodate public and private sectors governed by very different logics?” Is water an economic good or a humanity heritage? We have to follow clear objectives, said the speaker: a) addressing the social needs; b) optimising technical efficiency, but also administrative and financial ones for services delivery; c) establishing a clear partnership between the different actors.

Final words extracted from the UN-HABITAT’s Executive Director’s message were quoted by the moderator in conclusion: “ The urban water crisis must be recognised for what it really is: a crisis of governance – weak policies and poor management, rather than a crisis of scarcity. Cities need sound policies and the political will to back them up; strengthened institutions and trained managers to run them; a responsible private sector and an enlightened public sector to work hand in hand; and finally, informed public opinion and active participation of communities to draw upon the vast resources of the civil society. In short, cities need an enabling environment in which all stakeholders can pool their resources to meet their needs”.

UN-HABITAT indicated that a water and sanitation programme was under consideration to be developed in cities of Eastern and Central Europe. The WSSCC representative supported the initiative and expressed interest to join.  Meanwhile, the The UNECE representative made an announcement of forthcoming activities in the ECE region, including a Regional Forum looking at the operational aspects of Water and Sanitation at local level, the First Implementation Forum on Sustainable Development in Geneva, 15-16 January 2004.

2. Press Conference at the Palais des Nations, Press Room 1, 3.00 pm.

Book launch: Global Report on Human Settlements. The Challenge of Slums.

Mrs Ponomareva-Piquier Elena, from the UN Information Services/UNOG moderate the press conference of journalists and media who included representatives from Asahi Shimbun, BBC, the Daily Telegraph, Jiji Press, Kyoto News, Maiwichi Newspapers, NHK, and the Third World Network.    After Ms. Lacroux’s presentation on the 2003 Global Report on Human Settlements: Challenge of the Slums and issues covered within this new report, questions were raised mainly on the definition of Slums and occurrence of the phenomenon in cities of the industrialized world such as Japan, or Eastern Europe.  Press information on the book was distributed in French, Spanish and English.  

The Global Report on Human Settlements 2003 has been distributed to key partners including United Nations agencies.

3. List of Media contacts and interviews given by the UN-HABITAT Geneva Office on the launch of the Global Report on Human Settlements 2003: the Challenge of Slums

6th October

Radio VATICAN, 6 minutes (Interviews undertaken both in English and Italian)

7th October   at 4.20 pm, direct  (5 minutes) 

Radio RAI .1 Baobab Program/ Rome, Italy
Request transmitted via UNIC Rome

7th October  

Radio Méditerranéenne Internationale, Morocco
7th October 

Radio Popolare, Milan, Italy
7th October 

Radio France Inter/ Service International

7th October

Deutshe Welle, Gernany

9th October

Jeune Afrique, France
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