
Health and environmental 
effects

Tourism impacts; food 
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Global Issues – Local Actors

Climate change

Biodiversity loss; 
impacts on water
resources (trans-
boundary lakes, rivers, 
seas); conflicts

Degradation of marine 
environment; effects on 
fish nurseries

Air
pollution

Ecosystem 
degradation

Coastal 
pollution

Local Global



Urban Footprint

Sources: WRI (2002): Living Planet Report, UNEP (2003): GEO



The Earth at Night
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Global CO2 Emissions and Urbanization

Source: UN-HABITAT “The State of the World’s Cities 2001”



Urbanization

Urbanisation 1950-2030 (relative growth) 
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Vehicle Growth
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Global Effects of Leaded Fuel - Lead in Ice Core 
in Greenland



Effects of Air Pollution on Cities

Source: Centre for Global and Regional Environmental Research



The Changing Environment - Iguazú National Forest

Encroachment on Iguazú National Forest, Argentina

Source: One Planet Many People. Atlas of Our Changing Environment



Cities and Ecosystems – Nakuru, Kenya



Cities and Ecosystems – Washington D.C., USA
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Source: American Forests (1999): Regional 
Ecosystem Analysis Chesapeake Bay Region and the 
Baltimore-Washington Corridor



Source: Global Water Supply and Sanitation Assessment  2000 Report, WHO and UNICEF

Oxygen-starved Coastal Zones


