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Today’s programme of meetings 

Tuesday, 12 April 2011  

8.30–9.20 a.m. Second meeting of the Bureau (CE-112) 

Chaired by the President of the Governing Council 

9.30 a.m.–12.30 p.m.  

 

High-level segment (Conference Room 1) 

Continuation of general debate on agenda items 5–7 

Agenda item 5: Activities of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, 
including coordination matters. 

Agenda item 6: Dialogue on the special theme for the twenty-third session of the 
Governing Council. 

Agenda Item 7: Work programme of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
and budget of the United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation for the 
biennium 2012–2013. 

Documents HSP/GC/23/1 and Add.1, HSP/GC/23/2 and Add.1–7, HSP/GC/23/3 and 
Add.1, HSP/GC/23/4, HSP/GC/23/5 and Add.1–6, HSP/GC/23/INF/1–7 

 Committee of the Whole (Conference Room 2) 

Agenda item 7: Work programme of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
and budget of the United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation for the 
biennium 2012–2013. 

Documents HSP/GC/23/5 and Add.1–6, HSP/GC/23/INF/5, HSP/GC/23/INF/6 

 Drafting committee (Conference Room 4) 

Consultations on draft resolutions 

12.30–2.45 p.m. Lunch break 

1–1.30 p.m. Press Conference: Unveiling of UN-Habitat Youth Envoys 

This press conference will feature the unveiling of four internationally acclaimed artists 
designated to work with UN-Habitat to empower young people in their communities.  

2.30–3 p.m. Press Conference: Not about us without us 

The Huairou Commission and the Global Land Tool Network will discuss their campaign 
“Not about us without us: Grassroots participation in land”.  

3–6 p.m.  

 

High-level segment (Conference Room 1) 

Continuation of general debate on agenda items 5–7 

Agenda item 5: Activities of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, 
including coordination matters. 

Agenda item 6: Dialogue on the special theme for the twenty-third session of the 
Governing Council. 

Agenda item 7: Work programme of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
and budget of the United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation for the 

Twenty-third session of the Governing Council 
Nairobi, 11–15 April 2011 
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biennium 2012–2013. 

Documents HSP/GC/23/1 and Add.1, HSP/GC/23/2 and Add.1–7, HSP/GC/23/3 and 
Add.1, HSP/GC/23/4, HSP/GC/23/5 and Add.1–6, HSP/GC/23/INF/1–7 

3–6 p.m. Committee of the Whole (Conference Room 2) 

Agenda item 7: Work programme of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
and budget of the United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation for the 
biennium 2012–2013. 

Documents HSP/GC/23/5 and Add.1–6, HSP/GC/23/INF/5, HSP/GC/23/INF/6 

3–6 p.m. Drafting committee (Conference Room 4) 

Consultations on draft resolutions 
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Caucus meetings 

 Monday, 11 April–Friday, 15 April 2011 

8–9.30 a.m. Youth Caucus (Conference Room 6) 

 Women’s Caucus (Conference Room 7) 

The daily Women’s Caucus gives women participating in the Governing Council session a 
chance to meet, share and strategize on a daily basis, to ensure that women’s needs and 
concerns are addressed in the deliberations of the Governing Council and in the outcome 
documents for the session. The Caucus will feature speakers on relevant Governing Council 
events and issues, a gender-focused review of the Council's deliberations and time each day for 
planning advocacy and lobbying. 

 
 

Parallel events 

Tuesday, 12 April 2011 

9.30 a.m.–5.30 p.m.  African parliamentarian conference (Conference Room 10) 

Global Parliamentarians on Habitat and UN-Habitat are jointly organizing a regional conference of 
the African Council of Global Parliamentarians on Habitat on Sustainable Urban Development. The 
main objective of the conference is to bring together African parliamentarians to network and share 
best practices and lessons learned in respect of legislation and policies addressing the rapid 
urbanization of African countries, particularly with regard to pro-poor housing policies that bridge 
the urban divide. The election of the Board of Directors of the African Council of Global 
Parliamentarians on Habitat is scheduled to take place during the conference. 

 Habitat Professional Forum strategic meeting (Tribe Hotel) 

The meeting will gather human settlements professionals to discuss their contributions as key 
partners of the Habitat Agenda, in particular through the implementation of the Habitat Professional 
Forum Charter, and the role of human settlement professionals in delivering a sustainable and 
equitable future. Participation is by invitation. 

10 a.m.–noon Civil society organization meeting regarding the twenty-third session of the Governing 
Council (Conference Room 12) 

The meeting participants will discuss the theme of the Governing Council and prepare for the 
dialogue. 

10 a.m.–12.30 p.m. Youth Advisory Board (Conference Room 8) 

The UN-Habitat Youth Advisory consultative meeting will allow experience-sharing and a 
presentation of recommendations by the Board, followed by discussion on strategies to strengthen 
Board engagement across UN-Habitat.  
 

Noon–2 p.m. Mehr Housing Plan (Conference Room 9) 

This meeting will feature a presentation on the rural housing plan and experience of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in regularizing informal settlements and distressed urban fabrics. 

Noon–2.30 p.m. Human settlements and crisis: lessons learned from urban disasters (Conference Room 13) 

UN-Habitat and partners will share experiences and lessons learned from past emergencies 
including in Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Haiti, Lebanon, Myanmar and 
Pakistan. Participants will include ministers and senior government representatives from countries in 
which UN-Habitat and its partners have been actively engaged in post-crisis recovery activities. The 
discussion will also touch on new developments at the global level, such as the growing 
international recognition of the need to develop new tools and approaches to address urban 
vulnerability and crisis. 
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12.30–2.00 p.m. Not about us without us: Global Land Tool Network’s work on grassroots participation in 

land-related processes (Conference Room 12) 

The involvement of community groups (grass-roots) is critical at all stages of land-related processes. 
Many pro-poor land policies, however, are developed and implemented with weak grass-roots 
participation, leading to project failure or outcomes that do not assist people living in poverty, 
particularly women. Through Global Land Tool Network (GLTN) partners, UN-Habitat is working 
with local organizations to support community-led initiatives by building community capacity to 
engage in land administration and land management and finding ways to scale up and reach out to 
more people. This side-event will showcase continuing initiatives from the perspective of both 
grass-roots organizations and Governments. 

2–5 p.m.  Commonwealth Consultative Group on Human Settlements ministerial meeting (Conference 
Room 3) 

Ministers will consider pragmatic approaches to delivering secure tenure for slum-dwellers and 
others in informal settlements in the urban areas of Commonwealth countries. It is hoped that the 
meeting will spark a lively debate between ministers and Habitat partners on priority actions needed 
to attain the Commonwealth goal on secure tenure. The discussion will also contribute to the theme 
of the twenty-third session of the Governing Council, which includes a debate on equitable access to 
land. 

2.30–4.30 p.m.  Investments in sustainable urban development (Conference Room 9) 

Regional development bank representatives will gather for this strategic meeting on investment in 
sustainable urban development. 

 Launch of Quick Guides for Policy Makers on Housing the poor in Sub-Saharan Africa in 
French and Portuguese languages (Conference Room 14) 

French and Portuguese versions of the UN-Habitat Quick Guides for Policy Makers on Housing the 
Poor in Sub-Saharan Africa will be launched. 

4–6 p.m. Advisory Committee of the Opportunities Fund for Youth Led Development (Conference 
Room 8) 

5–7 p.m.  World Urban Campaign consultation meeting with partners, including the private sector 
(Tribe Hotel) 

The meeting will bring together partners of the World Urban Campaign to review progress and to 
exchange ideas on the key components of the Campaign, including the 100 Cities Initiative, tools 
and methods and enabling legislation. Participation is by invitation. 

6–8 p.m. Launch of global youth help desk (Lower Fountain Area) 

This event, funded by the Government of Norway, will feature performances by UN-Habitat 
Messengers of Truths. 

 

 

 

 

Summary of meetings held on Monday, 11 April 2011 

 
Plenary: 1st Meeting  
The twenty-third session of the Governing Council of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme was 
chaired by Mr. Clifford Everald Warmington (Jamaica) President of the Council’s twenty-second session. 
Following a presentation by the brass band “My Korogocho” from Nairobi, a welcome address was delivered by 
the Director-General of the United Nations Office at Nairobi and Executive Director of the United Nations 
Environment Programme, Mr. Achim Steiner. Next, a message from the United Nations Secretary-General, Mr. 
Ban Ki-moon, to the Governing Council at its twenty-third session was read on his behalf by the Deputy 
Executive Director of UN-Habitat, Ms. Inga Björk-Klevby. A short film was then shown featuring a UN-Habitat 
initiative in post-earthquake Haiti entitled “My Neighbourhood as I Dream it”. The Executive Director of 
UN-Habitat, Mr. Joan Clos, then delivered his opening address. The Honorable President of the Republic of 
Kenya, Mr. Mwai Kibaki, then officially inaugurated the twenty-third session of the Governing Council.  
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At the first plenary meeting of the Council the following officers were elected: (agenda item 2)  
 

President: Mr. Vincent Karega, Minister for Infrastructure, Republic of Rwanda  
  
Vice Presidents Mr. Konrad Paulsen, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Chile to 

UN-Habitat 
 Mr. Liu Guangyuan, Permanent Representative of the People’s Republic of 

China to UN-Habitat 
 Mr. Sergei Trepelkov, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Russian 

Federation to UN-Habitat 
  
Rapporteur: Ms. Heli Sirve, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Finland to 

UN-Habitat  
 

 
Having been duly formed, the new Bureau resolved to review the credentials of delegations (agenda item 3) and 
to report to the Governing Council on the results of its review in due course.  
  
The Governing Council adopted the provisional agenda for the twenty-third session and agreed on the 
organization of work for the session (agenda item 4).  
  
The Executive Director of UN-Habitat, Mr. Joan Clos, delivered his policy statement and introduced the general 
discussion on agenda items 5 through 7.  
  
  
High-level segment  
  
The President informed the plenary that, at its first meeting, the Bureau had decided that Mr. Guangyuan would 
chair the Committee of the Whole and that Mr. Paulsen would chair the Drafting Committee. The Bureau also 
decided that Mr. Trepelkov would assist the President in his duties and co-chair the Committee of the Whole 
should the Chair be unavailable to exercise his duties at any point.  
  
The general discussion in the high-level segment then began with statements from the representatives of 
Argentina, Brazil (also on behalf of the Group of 77 and China), Cameroon, China, Hungary (on behalf of the 
European Union), Indonesia (also on behalf of the Asia Pacific Ministerial Conference on Housing and Urban 
Development), Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Mexico, Norway, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, the 
United States of America, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) and Zimbabwe. The representative of United 
Cities and Local Governments also made a statement. 
  
The high-level segment then adjourned at 5.40 p.m. to reconvene on Tuesday, 12 April 2011, at 9.30 a.m. in 
conference room 1. 
 
Committee of the Whole 
 
The Committee of the Whole held its first meeting on Monday 11 April 2011 from 3.30 to 5.15 p.m. in 
Conference 2. It was chaired by Mr. Liu. It deliberated and concluded discussions on agenda item 5 (Activities 
of the United Nations Human Settlement Programme, including coordination matters). The Committee 
delegated the discussion of the submitted draft resolutions to the drafting committee. The Committee will 
re-convene on Tuesday, 12 April 2011, at 9.30 a.m. in conference room 2 to continue with the remaining agenda 
items, starting with agenda item 7 (Work programme of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme and 
budget of the United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation for the biennium 2012-2013). 
 
Parallel events 
 
The Kenyan Minister of Housing, Mr. Soita Shitanda, hosted a reception in honour of delegates attending the 
twenty-third session of the Governing Council.  
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Additional information for delegates 

 
Regional group meetings 
The following meeting rooms have been allocated for regional group meetings from Monday to Friday between 
8 a.m. and 9.30 a.m. unless otherwise stated.  
 
African group Conference room 9 (rooftop)  

 
Arab Group  Conference Room 5 

Monday to Friday 1-3p.m. 
 

Asian and Pacific group Conference room 4  
 

Central and Eastern European group Conference room 14 (rooftop)  
 

Group of Latin American and Caribbean countries Conference room 13 (rooftop) 
 

Western European and others group Conference room 3 
 

Group of 77 and China  Conference room 11 
 

Other group meeting rooms 
 

 

European Union Training Room 
 

 
 

Statements delivered at the Governing Council 
Speeches delivered at the Governing Council will be posted on the UN-Habitat website at 
www.unhabitat.org/gc23 as soon as the Secretariat receives them. Delegates are reminded to send soft copies 
of their speeches to Ms. Diana Park (email: diana.park@unhabitat.org, mobile: +254 788 526 005). 

 


