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Resolution 20/8: Sustainable development of Arctic cities 
 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 59/239 of 22 December 2004 on the implementation of 

decisions of the United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II), held in Istanbul, 

from 3 to 14 June 1996, 

 

Recalling also the resolution of the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth special session on the 

implementation of the Habitat Agenda21 and the Declaration on Cities and Other Human 

Settlements in the New Millennium22 as well as the development goals set forth in the United 

Nations Millennium Declaration of 8 September 2000, 23  

 

Recalling further the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development24 and the Plan of 

Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development of 2002, 25 

 

Recognizing that one of the main priorities of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme 

is the implementation of the Habitat Agenda, the Declaration on Cities and Other Human 

settlements in the New Millennium and the development goals soliciting international 

cooperation in providing adequate shelter for all and sustainable development of human 

settlements set forth in the United Nations Millennium Declaration, 

 

Noting with concern that the development of human settlements of the far north and the Arctic 

region is impeded by severe climatic conditions coupled with environmental pollution and a 

decrease in the number of indigenous people and their growing vulnerability, 

 

Acknowledging the special need to provide adequate shelter for the indigenous people of the 

Arctic region and the need to ensure the sustainable development of human settlements in that 

region, 

 

Welcoming the fruitful work of the Arctic Council in promoting the cooperation, coordination 

and joint action of stakeholder countries of the Arctic region, including principles relating to the 

protection of the environment and the  

http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N04/490/60/PDF/N0449060.pdf


21 Report of the United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II), Istanbul, 3–14 

June1996 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.97.IV.6), chap. I, resolution 1, annex II. 

22 General Assembly resolution S-25/2, annex. 

23 General Assembly resolutions 55/2. 

24 Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, 

 August-4 September 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.II.A.1 and corrigendum), 

chap. I, resolution 1, annex. 

25 Ibid., resolution 2, annex. 

health of the indigenous population and the improvement of the social and economic conditions 

of Arctic communities, 

 

Taking note of the current establishment of the North-North network aimed at promoting and 

facilitating city-to-city cooperation between cities located in the Arctic region, with a focus on 

sustainable urbanization, 

 

1. Requests the Executive Director to assist in raising the awareness of the international 

community of the sustainable development challenges of the far north and the Arctic region, 

including those faced by the indigenous people residing in those areas; 

 

2. Invites the Executive Director to consult the United Nations Environment Programme, the 

Arctic Council, the World Bank, the North-North network and other partners and stakeholders 

about the sustainable development of cities and other human settlements and the promotion of 

improved shelter infrastructure in the far north and the Arctic region, as well as about the creation 

of favourable living conditions for the indigenous people of that area; 

 

3. Requests the Executive Director to compile information on training activities in the far north 

and Artic region as a basis of further cooperation between the United Nations Human Settlements 

Programme and relevant partners; 

 

4. Invites the Executive Director to submit a report on the implementation of the present 

resolution to the Governing Council at its twenty-first session. 
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