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Towards Safer Cities for Women



Gender and Women Roundtable
Towards Safer Cities for Women

The Gender and Women Roundtable is a regular event that takes place during 
the World Urban Forum, held once every two years.  The objective of the 
Roundtable is to recognize past successes  in promoting gender equality and 
inclusiveness in cities, and to discuss present and future challenges.

The theme for the 2010 Roundtable is “Towards Safer Cities for Women,” 
and discussion will seek to identify key factors for making cities safer and 
more gender-inclusive.

To help unite all stakeholders towards this goal, the main output of the 
Roundtable will be a set of recommendations and actions for international 
organizations, national governments, municipal governments, local 
community organizations, local community organizations and grassroots 
women’s organizations.

Date: Wednesday, 24 March 2010, 16:30 to 1900

Duration: 2.5 hours  

Location: W3-11

Languages: English/Portuguese/Spanish/French translation

Attendance: 100 participants

Partners: Huairou Commission, Women’s Affairs Ministry of Brazil, UN-
HABITAT, UNIFEM, Women in Cities International, Women and Habitat 
Network (Latin America), United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), 
Centre for Asia Pacific Women in Politics (CAPWIP), Centre on Housing Rights 
and Evictions (COHRE), Institute of Local Government Studies (ILGS) and the 
Women in Local Government Network in Latin America (FEMUN).
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Background

It is now widely recognized that violence against women is a violation of 
women’s human rights: women have a right to live their lives free of violence, 
and fear of violence. Even when these rights exist, they are often not realized 
or implemented in the lives of real women.

Gender-inclusive cities are cities where women’s rights, including the right 
to safety, are realized in everyday life, and it is the responsibility of cities and 
local governments to build policies and services that mitigate gender-based 
violence.

With half the world’s people already living in urban areas, and urbanization 
on the rise in developing countries, the creation of gender responsive and 
women-inclusive cities is a necessary means to urban sustainability.

As we move towards the two-thirds marker for the achievement of the 
Millennium Development Goals by 2015, it is ever more apparent that 
the world is still a long way off from achieving gender equality.  Women’s 
contributions to development and violence reduction often go unrecognized 
and under-resourced.

It is of vital importance to recognize the continuum between violence in 
public and private spaces and the systemic factors that allow for its continued 
perpetuation in our cities. It is only by acknowledging these factors that we 
can begin to address the root causes.

Since 1999, UN-HABITAT’s Safer Cities Programme has been working with 
local authorities and grassroots women’s organizations on implementing 
women’s safety audits on urban spaces in Africa.  In 2004, the work expanded 
to Latin America with a multitude of partners.

Established in 1996, the UN Trust Fund in Support of Actions to Eliminate 
Violence against Women is currently the “only multilateral grant-making 
mechanism that supports local, national and regional efforts to end violence 
against women and girls.1”
 
However, there are growing international efforts to bridge divides and to 
work together towards making cities safer and more inclusive of women. For 

1	 http://www.unifem.org/gender_issues/violence_against_women/trust_fund.php
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example, in February 2008, the United Nations Secretary General’s Campaign 
“Unite to End Violence Against Women” was launched at the 52nd Session 
of the Commission on the Status of Women. And in 2009, UNIFEM and UN-
HABITAT signed a historic agreement in which the two agencies pledged to 
team up to work towards making cities safer for women.

In the same year, UNIFEM launched their “Global Safe Cities for Women and 
Girls” programme. These important milestones attest to the fact that the 
international community has acknowledged the necessity of creating links 
between actors at all levels, and taking action around urban violence against 
women. 

Today, it is important to advance beyond simply linking ideas and actors. 
We must use these linkages to produce meaningful, lasting change in urban 
environments across the globe.

In particular, we need to move from the recognition of the urban divide and 
the importance of gender-inclusive cities, to the creation and replication 
of cities where women’s rights are paramount, where women’s safety 
is important, and where gender equality and women’s contributions to 
community and city development and safety is the norm.



4

Panelists:

Caroline Andrew, Professor, School of Political Studies, University of Ottawa; 
Board Member, Women in Cities International

Arlene Bailey, Founder, Fletchers Land Parenting Association; Member of the 
Huairou Commission and GROOTS International

Nilcéa  Freire, Minister of the Special Secretariat of Policies for Women 
(SPM), Brazil

Liliana Raneiro, Director, Argentina Centre for Exchange and Services; 
Coordinator, Women and Habitat Network Latin America

Rebecca Reichmann Tavares, Regional Program Director, Southern Cone, 
United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)

Sandra Beatriz Rojas-Sandoval Cupe, City Councillor, Ayacucho, Peru

Anna Tibaijuka, Executive Director, UN-HABITAT

Moderator:

Ana Falu, Professor, National University of Cordoba; Researcher, National 
Research Council of Argentina
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Roundtable Panellists 

Caroline Andrew is a professor in the School 
of Political Studies at the University of Ottawa, where 
she is also the Director of the Centre on Governance.   
Her research areas include municipal government, and 
particularly the role of women in local government.  
Her interest in the study of local politics includes the 
role of local communities and municipalities in stop-
ping violence against women and in creating safer 
communities.  As a Board Member of Women in Cities 
International, she has contributed to publications on 
the use of women’s safety audits in different local con-

texts.  She sits on the boards of the Lower Town Community Resource Centre 
in Ottawa, Inter Pares, and the Urban Affairs Association.  She is also involved 
in the City for All Women Initiative, a project funded by the Status of Women, 
Canada.

Arlene Bailey is a community development 
practitioner residing in an inner-city community in Ja-
maica.  She is the coordinator of GROOTS Jamaica and 
one of its founding members.  Her experience includes 
coordinating numerous peace demonstrations, nego-
tiating with local government and starting a parenting 
programme in her community—the Fletchers Land 
Parenting Association.  Each neighborhood is assigned 
a community ‘mother’ and ‘father’ who enforce a cur-
few for the children and monitor the neighborhood.  
They have also created support programmes for the 

families and members of the community, including a meal program, a uniform 
assistance program and workshops on violence prevention, family planning 
and the role of men as fathers.  The Fletchers Land Parenting Association 
believes that if children are taught from an early age, they are less likely to 
participate in violence. 
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Nilcéa Freire has served as Minister of the Spe-
cial Secretariat of Policies for Women (SPM) in Brazil 
since 2004.  Minister Friere organized the country’s 1st 
National Conference on Politics for Women, in part-
nership with the National Women’s Rights Council.  
The conference resulted in the drafting of guidelines 
for the National Plan for Policies for Women (PNPM), 
which came into effect in December 2004.  Minister 
Freire’s academic background is in medicine.  From 
2000-2003, she served as Dean of the Rio de Janeiro 

State University (UERJ), the first woman to hold such a post in public universi-
ties in the state of Rio de Janeiro.   In 2006, she was named “Personalidade 
Cidadania” in recognition of her work as Minister and as a former Dean of 
Rio State University.  The award is sponsored by UNESCO, the Brazilian Press 
Association and the media company Folha Dirigida. 
 

Liliana Raneiro is the Coordinator of the 
Latin America Women and Habitat Network, which is 
instrumental in implementing UNIFEM’s Regional Pro-
gramme for “Cities without Violence Against Women, 
Safer Cities for All.”  Ms Raineiro is also the director of 
a non-governmental organization in Argentina, focus-
ing on women’s rights—Exchange and Service for the 
Southern Cone (CISCSA).  An accomplished architect 
and feminist, she has conducted extensive research 
with the National University of Cordoba in the Faculty 

of Architecture, Urban Studies and Design.  As a professor, her main areas of 
work are in human settlements and habitat, local government, public policy, 
poverty, and gender perspectives of urbanization.  She has also designed and 
conducted trainings for grassroots women’s groups and local government of-
ficials.
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Rebecca Reichmann Tavares is the 
Regional Program Director of the United Nations De-
velopment Fund for Women (UNIFEM) for Brazil and 
Southern Cone.  For the past 20 years Ms Tavares has 
been working on issues related to social justice, racial 
equality, and women´s rights. Before taking up the po-
sition with UNIFEM, she was San Diego’s New Ameri-
cans Museum’s vice president. And from 1997 to 
2000 she was also The San Diego’s Foundation’s vice 
president.  She lived for eight years in Brazil during the 

1980s when she was a Program Officer at the Ford Foundation’s Rights and 
Social Justice Department in Rio de Janeiro. Ms. Tavares was also the direc-
tor of ACCION International’s Research, Training and Evaluation Department, 
an international organization focusing on microfinance assistance.  She is a 
graduate of Yale University and holds a doctorate from Harvard’s School of 
Education. She has published several books, many of which are on racism in 
Brazil, women’s rights, and microfinance in Latin America.

Sandra Beatriz Rojas-Sadoval Cupe 
has been a Councilor in the city of Ayacucho, Perú 
since 1999. She is currently President of the Network 
of Women Councilors in Ayacucho, after having been 
its vice president.  For several years, she has led and 
facilitated seminars and networks on topics such 
as community consciousness on collective memory, 
women’s empowerment in local government, and 
capacity training in local organizations for local and 
international governments and NGOs. She holds a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Tourism and Hotel Manage-

ment from the University of San Martin De Porres in Lima, Peru.  
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Anna Tibaijuka is the Executive Director of 
UN-HABITAT, and the first African woman elected by 
the UN General Assembly as Under-Secretary-General 
of a United Nations programme.  She has served as a 
Member of the Commission for Africa, which resulted 
in the cancellation of multilateral debt for several 
African countries by the G8 Summit in 2005 at Glen 
Eagles, Scotland.  She is currently a member of the 
World Health Organization Commission on the Social 
Determinants of Health, and a member of the Advi-

sory Board of the Commission on the Legal Empowerment of the Poor.  Her 
latest book, Building Prosperity: Housing and Economic Development, con-
tributes to the international debate on the role of housing in economies.  In 
2009, she was a joint winner of the Göteborg Award for Sustainable Develop-
ment (commonly called the ‘Nobel Prize’ for the environment).

Moderator:

Ana Falu is a professor at the National University 
of Cordoba, where she also works as Director of the 
Housing and Habitat Research Institute of Architec-
ture, Urbanism and Design.  She is also a researcher 
with the National Research Council of Argentina 
(CONICET). Ms. Falu studied architecture at the Na-
tional University of Tucuman, Argentina and obtained 
her doctorate at the Technological University of Delft, 
Bouwkunde, and her post-graduate degree on social 
housing in the Bouwcentrum International Education 

in the Netherlands.  Ms. Falu is an accomplished feminist and political activist.  
She is a co-founder the Women and Habitat Network of Latin America.  From 
2002-2004, she served as UNIFEM’s Regional Director of the Andian Region 
Office (Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia, Peru and Venezuela).   Afterwards. she led 
UNIFEM’s South Cone Office (Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay) 
up to 2009.




