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NOMINATION INFORMATION 
 
Nominations For: Organization 
Name of Individual/Project/Organization: Mwanza Rural Housing Programme 
(MRHP_NGO) 
Name of Person/s in charge: Ashililya Nyanda (Mrs) 
 
NOMINEE DETAILS 
 
Address 1: P.O Box 2745,  
Address 2:  
City: Mwanza 
Country: United Republic of Tanzania 
Zip Code:  
Daytime Telephone: +255-0754 88 41 30 
Mobile Telephone Number: +255-0754 88 41 30 
Telefax:  
Email: coordinator@mrhpngo.org 
 
Actions or Areas of Human Settlements: Environment (conservation),Housing( building 
materials and Technology), Economic Development (Informal economy) 
 
Human Settlements Achievements: 1. MRHP has developed processes for making high 
quality bricks from local clays and firing them using readily available agricultural 
residuals like rice husks, cotton waste and coffee husks. 2.Houses made from the fired 
bricks are durable,clean,health (insect free) comfortable and freed from hassle of frequent 
rebuilding. 3. The quality of bricks is such a way that they are now been used to by PPF 
Pensions Fund to construct 3,000 quality- houses in Kiseke Mwanza city for its low 
income members. The bricks are also been used to construct classsrooms in the villages 
and urban areas of Mwanza to facilitate Tanzanian government programme of universal 
primary education-The health programme to construct village health centre in Mwanza 
have also recommendaded use of MRHP bricks. (The cost of cement is very high-
17,000Tzs a bag of 50kgs). 4.Brickmaking using MRHP processes have been approved to 
an international quality starndard and this has enabled enterprises run on the MRHP 
model to sell to the high quality housing market. 5. The bricks which have been produced 
by MRHP and its trained entrepreneurs have been used to build an average of 1500 
houses in each of 70 villages where MRHP works amounting to a total of over 100,000 
homes. Most houses are constructed from mo re urbanized villages known as trading 
centres because they have pontential for commercial use. 6. MRHP has equiped many 
artisans and entrepreneurs with the skills to establish and operate brick making 
enterprises. They are now over 50 kilns in MRHP working areas in addition there is one 
large parmanent kiln at MRHP Demonstration centre. 7. Using agricultural waste for 
brick making reduces the pressure on the scarce wood supply in Mwanza. Prior to MRHP 
work brick makers had even started to cut down mango trees as fuelwood. MRHP has 
estimated that the traditional firing of 3000 bricks needed for a typical house consumes 1 
cubic metre of fuelwood; the MRHP entreprenuers have produced 300million bricks 
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which have avoided the use of about 100,000 cubic metres of wood (roughly 50,000 
tons). In addition , the agriculture resdues is produced sustaibably and burning does not 
contribute a net amount of carbondioxide to the atmosphere, unlike burning wood. For 
more informatio n see attachment sent as an attachments by emails and and CD -film by 
normal registered mail.) 
 
NOMINATOR DETAILS 
 
Nominated by (person/organization): Hon. Eng.Dr. James. A. Msekela (MP) 
Address line 1: P.O Box 762, Tabora 
Address line 2: P.O Box 119 
City: Mwanza 
Zip Code: +255 
Country: United Republic of Tanzania 
Day time Telephone: +255-28 2500366 
Mobile Telephone number: +255 754 364380 
Telefax: +255 - 28 2501067 
Email: nkwabi59@yahoo.com 
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HABITAT SROLL OF HOUNOR FOR THE 2007 AWARD 
“Submitting Organization: Mwanza Rural Housing Programme (MRHP_NGO)” 
 

1. Background – “Mwanza Rural Housing programme” 

• Vision 

MRHP – NGO is committed to see communities of Mwanza Region in Tanzania having 
sustainable human settlement and food security. 

• Mission: 

Having gender, culture and environment in mind, MRHP-NGO will enable communities 
of Mwanza Region to have better habitat, good health, increased production in terms of 
food and building materials and giving loans to groups so as to improve household living 
standards. 

MRHP will achieve this mission through training and advisory services by collaborating 
with other NGO’s / Institutions (National and International) with same mission for its 
betterment. 

 

• Development of MRHP as an organization. 
 

Mwanza Rural Housing and Food Security (MRHP-NGO) is non-government 
organization registered in November 1995. The NGO got a double registration, 
first as an association of members (registration number SO 1619) issued on 
28/11/1995 and second as a trustee to take care of legal matters in the NGO. 
The trustee was registered by the administration General of Trustees on 13th 
October 1996. The memorandum of understanding was signed by (10) founder 
members. To date, the total members are more than 300. Most membership is 
group based with an average of 5 to 30 individuals per group. There is specific 
attention on the Gender aspect. Seventy (75%) of the member groups are 
women groups while only (25%) of the either men groups and/or mixed groups 
membership of men and women. All these groups are partners to MRHP 
program. 

 
During MRHP inception in 1990s, Coopibo International Development Argent 
from Belgium the main donor funded the program. Other donors were OXFAM 
UK and the Tanzanian Government. COOPIBO donation program was phased 
out in year 2000. OXFAM donation based on the MRHP savings and credit was 
phased out much earlier. From year 2000 onwards MRHP continued to get 
financial support from ICCO Netherlands and USA/Catholic Relief Services. 
ICCO Netherlands has also phased out from March 2004. Member contribution in 
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terms of en trance fee, annual contribution and deposits/share are also relatively 
financing sources to the program especially the savings and credit scheme. 
Later MRHP negotiated with 3 other Northern Donor NGOs to take over from 
ICCO. The Donors namely; Bread for the World (BftW) (Germany), and 
DKA/WELTHAUS GRAZ (Austria) are financing sustainable Agriculture 
USA/Catholic Relief services since 2005 has partnered with MRHP again on the 
side of Agro-Enterprise. 

MRHP decided to look further into the possibility of assisting farmers to raise 
their agricultural production so that they can also get cash to finance 
housing. MRHP entered a partnership with Catholic Relief Services (CRS) so 
as to meet the objective.  The crops promoted are leguminous crops that are 
market catching and have high value. These crops are chickpea and green 
grams. 

In short; MRHP assists the local population in improving quality of life through 
various projects such as: Agriculture/Food security, Low-cost housing, and Micro-
finance scheme, grass-root population capacity building, campaign and 
advocacy. 
 

In this presentation MRHP will concentrate on the core purpose of the 
organization and that is “promotion of low lost housing through Production of 
Burnt bricks” 

 

Operating area 

MRHP in the 1990s, started working with only Missungwi Division. The Program 
in the last 15 years has expanded to more than eight Divisions of Mwanza 
Region. These are Divisions of Ilemela, Nyamagana (Mwanza urban District/City 
council), Inonelwa, Mbarika, Usagara (Missungwi District), kayenze-Isangijo, 
Itumbili of Magu District and Mwamashimba of Kwimba District. The area of 
operation to date has therefore expanded to cover the Districts of Missungwi, 
Kwimba, Ilemela and Nyamgana (Mwanza City) and Magu.   
 
 
2.  Background and description of the Housing Project 
 
The project started in the 1990’s in response to people’s felt needs asking to be 
facilitated to improve their housing conditions. It is now 17 years since inception. 
 
The first steps towards use of alternative fuels for brick making were taken in the 
1990s, when strategies of producing low cost building materials were first drawn 
in Mwanza Rural Housing Programme (MRHP). 
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The aim was to develop technologies for production of improved building 
materials using locally available resources.  
 
The materials that were selected were micro-concrete tiles for roofing, hollow 
blocks and soil cement blocks for walling. All these materials use little quantities 
of cement to produce durable low cost building materials. During designing the 
project, the idea of using burnt bricks was completely disregarded. Why? 
 

• There were very few examples of production units in the lake zone 
producing burnt bricks. Many attempts to burn bricks had failed 
because it was not easy to find deposits of clay soil, firewood was very 
expensive and in fact not many trees are available in Mwanza Region. 

 
• The brick producers were cutting mango trees to fire bricks. Which is a 

precious fruit mango tree that had lived for almost 100 years? Even 
than the firewood from mango tree were of very low quality and bricks 
were coming out half fired. 

 
These introduced techniques had not brought any change in the improvement of 
housing and proved to be very expensive. 
 
In the 1992, DANIDA and MISERIO demonstrated to about 40 technicians on the 
use of rice husks and cotton waste to fire bricks using open field kilns. The 
technicians were also trained on the selection and mixing of soils to come up with 
quality soils. It was also demonstrated that the mixing of two soils the black 
cotton soils and hilly red soils if well mixed and treated can produce very good 
and strong bricks. 
 
The project concerns the promotion of firing bricks by use of agro-waste by 
special kilns, Clay Energy saving stoves for heating, Solar technology for lighting 
and planting of trees around compounds for protection of houses from been 
blown by wind/storm, shed and for authencity purpose. The project scope 
includes 5 Districts of Mwanza region. About 840 members of the association in 
70 villages are participating. The activities include excavation and transport of 
suitable clay/sand soils and rice husks/cotton waste to the project sites, making 
of bricks, drying, building field kilns where necessary or arranging of bricks in the 
permanent tunnel kiln and eventually firing of bricks. The main objective of the 
whole project is to improve the wall element of the houses by using burnt bricks 
instead of the traditional mud bricks which is poor technology resulting into semi-
permanent structures. Also improving the heating and lighting systems by 
promoting energy saving stoves, solar technology and the housing compounds 
by planting trees. 
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• Activities under taken 
 
There ae 50 Production Units spread all over the 5 target Districts. Women are 
mostly involved in the making and firing of energy saving stoves. 10% of families 
are using improved energy saving stoves. Rural solar electrification is been 
promoted and they are installations going on.  
 
These activities are supported by a well- established MRHP Micro-finance fund.  
Over 400 members or clients are accessing the fund annually.  
 
Kilns are designed and fired by agro waste. This technology has been perfected 
and bricks are baked well. The setting of the bricks in both open-field and 
permanent brick kilns is that bricks are set apart at the first two layers of bricks 
and at the very bottom resting on the fireplace (platform), setting is done in such 
a way that these spaces remain entirely free so that they can function as vertical 
channels otherwise the heat will have problem to rise to the upper courses. A 
system of channels and passages is necessary to allow the vapour for easy 
upward as well as enable the fire to reach the top of bricks for through and equal 
burning. During pre-heating the field kiln using rice husk as fuel does not need 
any firewood. Fire is started by pieces of waste paper or dry grass collected near 
the site. The big permanent tunnel kiln is pre heated by using fire-wood. The 
open /field/temporary kiln has very simple/cheap technology and has been 
adopted by brick producers in many parts of Tanzania.  
 
The rice husks used to fire bricks are from rice hulling machines. In the beginning 
it was regarded as a waste. The piles and hills were noticed in all industrial areas 
where de-hulling of rice was taking place. After dissemination of the field kiln and 
a wider coverage of firing bricks using rice husks which was considered as a 
waste, MRHP has put value on a product and indirectly assisting to manage the 
waste. 
 
To build a field mobile kiln to fire bricks using rice husks is very simple, MRHP 
has trained artisans since 1990’s and technology is being used all over Mwanza 
region and even beyond. 
The complicated kiln is the one constructed as a demo kiln with the assistance of 
German Engineer Gehard Meschmeyer. This is a kiln that is saving fuel at high 
rate than field kiln. This is the channel permanent kiln built at a MRHP field sites.  
Three aspects were considered right from the beginning; that the solutions had to 
be ecologically sound, technology should be feasible and flexible to brick makers. 
An example agreed upon is the use of different agro-waste materials available in 
the region including cotton, coffee, sow dust, maize cobs, and rice husks and 
shopped. 
MRHP team took the ideas seriously and started indoor trying and testing the 
technology. After MRHP engineers found out the technology is feasible they 
started building the capacities of MRHP animators. The training was carried out 
from year 1994 to 1998. 
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To build a field mobile kiln to fire bricks using rice husks is very simple, MRHP 
has trained artisans since 1990’s and technology is being used all over Mwanza 
region and even beyond. 
 
The complicated kiln is the one constructed as a demo kiln with the assistance of 
German Engineer Gehard Meschmeyer. This is a kiln that is saving fuel at high 
rate than field kiln. This is the channel permanent kiln built at a MRHP field sites 
In the year 1998, an intensive evaluation was carried out in collaboration with Ku-
Leaven Belgium and University College of lands, archtect and surveys of Dar-es-
Salaam. 
 
The biggest problem that was observed was the problem of walling element in 
the rural housing improvement. All the tests to plaster mud walls had failed. To 
improve walls to use cement/soil cement blocks in Mwanza rural had also failed 
because of high prices of cement and press machines. The solution was to 
improve the adobe block by training the artisans to fire it using rice husks or 
cotton waste before house construction. 
MRHP promoted it and took off completely starting from year 2001 with the 
support of ICCO Netherlands Organization and own fund accumulated as a 
housing revolving fund. 
This had had a big impact in the housing construction, both in rural and semi 
urban areas of Mwanza. It is physical and the open kilns are spread all- over the 
Mwanza countryside. This has brought about youth employment and income 
generation. Housing construction has become easy in Mwanza; both for rich and 
poor. 
Youths are no longer cutting mango trees for if they use rice husks all the bricks 
are fired and found out that building of clamp/open field kiln is much easier to 
build than that of fire-wood. 
 

Why not non-fired bricks? 
 

When the project was started in 1990’s, MRHP builders in the working 
area were exposed to many low cost building technologies. The non-fired 
bricks (soil cement bricks was one of the technology). MRHP, Missungwi 
District council houses are build of this materials as demonstration 
houses. For ten years no body from the community adopted the 
technology. With the introduction of fired bricks there is a very high 
adoption. Local builders are saying burnt bricks are cheap and easy. Soil 
cement blocks are very expensive because of high prices of cement and 
press machines which are imported. The technology was imposed.  
MRHP still needs to solve the problem of villages which has no good clay 
soils to produce burnt bricks and where possibility of husks is zero. There 
is a need of continuing with researches and tests on non-fired bricks. 

 
3. Main Partners 
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MRHP collaborates with District councils against deforestation. Youths are 
encouraged to participate in the activities so that they can have self- employment 
and improve their HABITAT. District council has seconded staff to MRHP-NGO. 
MRHP is also working with Energy networks and agencies such as East African 
Energy networks, Tanzania solar Energy Association, Ministry of Energy and 
Minerals, NGO such as Tanzania Traditional Energy Development Organization 
(TATEDO), Several Mwanza businessmen supplying solar equipments to MRHP. 
MRHP partners are; Program for Biomass Energy conservation (PROBEC) 
managed by SADCC and GTZ, ITDG-Kenya, University college of lands and 
University of Dar-es-Salaam and Ku-Leuven – Belgium, Utamaduni Cultural 
Association (Knud Erik Asak) earthwork and firing bricks by use of agro-waste 
trainer (1992), designing and training on continuous channel kiln (Mr. Gerhard 
Meschmeyer private advisor on earth construction, GATE, Basin news- GTZ 
German and CRAterre-education on earth construction.   

MRHP is highly regarded by the Tanzanian Government as a result of developing 
and promoting local sustainable energy projects with full participation from local 
communities. MRHP has good links with local government, particularly local 
planning offices and town planning departments who sometimes second staff to 
work with MRHP. A range of international organizations have supported and 
funded the organization and it maintains close working links with Universities in 
Tanzania. 

MRHP employs 11 staff on an annual budget of approximately £80,000. About 
85% of its central costs and overheads are covered by external funding. Brick-
makers work as independent businesses after they have received the initial 
training and support from MRHP 
 
 
 
4. Impact 
 

• Youths are employed in brick making   firing bricks, constructing low-cost 
houses (especially classrooms) 350 artisans engaged. 

• Women are producing Energy saving stoves for sell 
840 persons (men and women) are engaged in the project and each 
person employs 5 persons to accomplish the activity, creating employment 
up to, 4,200 persons. 

• Last year 2005, the biggest MRHP production units of Kiseke and 
Missungwi employed over 100 youths in Brick production 

• A few youths are engaged in the solar PVCs installations for the 
technology is recently introduced.  

• MRHP has supported 50 field kilns under sheds that can fire bricks even 
during the rainy season 
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• The project has installed-14,000 Energy saving stoves , (Upesi stoves and 
mud stoves  600 in @ 70 MRHP villages).women have earned 21,000 
pound sterling 

• Installed 13 -PVCS since year-2004-2005 (2 system in Health centres, 1 
education centre and 10 to individual households). 

• The project has constructed a permanent channel kiln with a built up area 
of 48.41 sq.m with a chimney of 2.8 sq.m under a shed measuring 252 
sq.m The kiln was built with the assistant of a retired German Engineer 
called Gehard Merschmeyer through correspondence.. The construction 
started in year 2001 to 2002. Tests continued to year 2003. The kiln was 
targeted to use Rice husks but it has proved better with the cotton agro - 
waste. Since year 2004 to date the kiln is operating efficiently. The kiln is 
saving fuel by 75% only little fuel wood is needed during pre-heating. The 
kiln is firing 5,000 bricks measuring 29cm*14cm*9 cm at a time. 

• The system of firing bricks by use Rice husks or cotton waste has served 
20%-30% fuel wood consumption. This is measured by-comparing 
firewood kiln and rice husk kiln. This is field research carried out by 
housing technicians over the last 10 years. 

• The energy saving stoves; saves 10%-20% energy. This is again field 
experience. 

• Solar technology has produced 849 WP DC/AC and is measured in Watt 
peak 

• Approximately 5,000 people have benefited. 
 
Across section area of permanent kiln as designed by engineer Gerhard 
Merschmeyer but build by MRHP technicians and local artisans. 
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Longitudinal section of the permanent kiln at MRHP centre. 
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Note: arrangement of bricks into the kiln and fired bricks by cotton waste. (cotton waste is 
described in the specific questions) 
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Note: Clamp kiln is mentioned in the report as open/temporary/field kiln. See below fired 
bricks under the shed with clamp kiln. It needs a shed during rainy seasons. 
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“fired bricks under the shed with clamp kiln. It needs a shed during rainy seasons.” 
 
 
 

• benefit the local environment reducing deforestation and improving waste 
management 

• While the use of timber and poles for construction of houses can have 
short term relief to residents, harvesting of firewood for firing bricks is 
generally the most environmentally damaging activity in the villages in the 
long term. Therefore the use of rice husks and cotton-waste in firing bricks 
saves the environment from deforestation, soil erosion 

• Before the introduction of the project woodlands, trees in hills, mango tree 
s old as 100 years, along catchments area were invaded for wanting of 
trees s fuel-wood for brick firing leading to severe deforestation and 
climatic changes. With the introduction of alternative energy to fire bricks 
and for heating the situation has improved environmentally/reasonably 
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• Environment is conserved; Fuel is replaced 

 
Eg; .Brick firing by field kilns (house construction) 
 
One cubic meter of wood burns 3,000 bricks. (MRHP) 
 One standard rural house (24m2) requires 3,000 bricks to construct 
In the programme area, 1500 houses were built from 2000-2005. Therefore 
1,500houses *3,000 bricks were used i.e. 4,500,000 bricks or 1500 cubic metres 
of wood would be used. 
However, these field kilns use 100% rice husks. It therefore means 1.5 tones of 
wood were saved from 2000-2005 that could have otherwise been cut for brick 
firing. 
 
 

• . Improved firewood stoves (house heating) 
 
Thermal efficiency of the commonly used 3 stone firewood stoves in Tanzania is 
reported to be 10%-18% (TATEDO 1998 and Ministry of Energy and Minerals) 
I kilogram of wood that is burned in a three-stone wood fired stove, about 18% of 
the energy goes into the pot, 8% into the smoke and 74% into waste heat. 
However, improved MRHP mud/cow dung three stone, plus clay mobile “Upesi 
stove” saves 30% of energy. MRHP has measured the saving capacity of 
improved mud stoves for the last 10years.The methodology used is a very simple 
field one where housewives from different MRHP working villages are asked to 
compare the two stoves in terms of firewood consumption. The trend is that a 
Sukuma housewife in an extended family of 10 persons uses 3 bundles of 
firewood (weighing 20 kilograms) for heating by using a normal 3 stone stove; 
while MRHP “reinforced mud/cow dung stove and mobile “Upesi stove” uses only 
two bundles of the same size saving 30% of energy. 
(See images of these stoves attached)    
 

• Solar Power.(house lighting) 
 
This will be measured against use of kerosene which is non- renewable and used 
by 90% of families in Tanzania. 
Normally house holds in Mwanza uses 5ltrs of kerosene per month and it is sold 
at 1.50 pounds sterling. 13 families with solar will use 780 litres a year @ 1.50 
pounds which gives 1,170 pounds a year. This is the money saved.  
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• The technology  is demanded is good source of income. 

“I shall give an example of bricks which has the highest demand” 
 
 Brick size is 29cm*14cm*9cm weighing 7kgs. Fired by rice husks using field kiln. 
 
Example of PPF - Pensioners houses in Mwanza city. 
 
The demand for burnt bricks is very high. As mentioned above The government 
of Tanzania has accepted the technology and as such MRHP- CBOs have been 
given the responsibility of supplying bricks to the ongoing Pensioners Provident 
Fund low cost houses in Mwanza City – Kiseke area. The agency has planned to 
build 3,000 houses from 2005-2007of which @house will use 5,000 bricks that 
gives a demand of 15million bricks.  Until now MRHP CBOs have supplied 
1.4million bricks worth 70,000 pound sterling. - employing 160 youths. The job of 
brick making is going on.  
 
5.  Sustainability 
 
In the initial years of the housing project 1990-1995, MRHP carried out intensive 
training to brick makers, animators and artisans on new low cost housing 
technologies. The training was given free using donor money. This time MRHP 
started to build a fund that will assists in the development of the technologies.  
In the 1998 MRHP started getting application from the Production units who had 
picked up the technology. The MRHP Revolving fund was used to give loans to 
the groups. The loans were directed to working sheds so that they can be able to 
produce the brick throughout the year even in rainy seasons. Repayment rate is 
good. 
The brick making systems only needs training and demonstration. The youths 
are learning from each other by doing. 
 
Energy saving stoves 
 
Trained MRHP Animators in the villages charge ½ a pound to install one 
mud/cow dung stove, The Upesi stoves are sent to markets and one is sold a 
pound and half. 
The animators are also training other women in villages and hence dissemination 
of the technology. The activity that started as a service has now turned up to an 
income generating activity and this is the credit part of MRHP technology it is 
sustained. 
 
Solar system 
 
Generally solar PV equipments/initial investment is very expensive and as such 
MRHP rural poor- target population cannot afford a onetime purchase of the 
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system. That is why MRHP has established a small revolving fund to assist in the 
installation of the system.  
MRHP has developed a loaning system whereby the clients pay an advance of 
50% of the cost and then the system is installed. Later, the client pays the 
outstanding balance in a period of 6 months up to 12 months with an interest 
ranging from 15-20% depending on the size of the system. The dissemination of 
the technology has 2 years and it is gaining momentum. 
 
Solar system 
 
Yes! The end user pays 50% of the total cost of the system. This has to be paid 
before installation. Then after installation the balance is being charged with an 
interest of 15-20% 
Payment collection is done by MRHP solar technician who visits the clients’ 
house every month for checking the system and collecting the loan. 
 
Loans to brick production units; 
 
The brick makers are members of MRHP saving and credit scheme and have a 
right to access the loan and borrow as much as they want. Already 12 production 
units have obtained loans ranging from 1mill to 3millionTshs. Repayment is good 
but for those PU that have not built permanent sheds; bricks are sometimes 
destroyed by rain. 
MRHP loan is supporting working sheds, water supply and transport of fuels i.e. 
rice husks or cotton waste from factories to the sites. 
Women producing mud ESS have not asked for loans. The stoves are produced 
on the sites using clay and cow dung. Women producing the other type, Mobile 
Upesi Stove they are always asking for working gears and to be assisted with 
transporting the product to the markets, this is not very much commercialized.  
The savings and credit clients collect loans from MRHP office and repayment is 
through local banks. Supervision is carried out by two MRHP credit officers who 
are assisted by field workers and loan committees at community level. 
 
6. Transferability and up scaling 
 
The following MRHP aspects are transferable;  

• Firing bricks by use of agro-waste i.e. rice husks, cotton waste, coffee 
husks with same field kiln promoted by MRHP. This technology can be 
implemented easily in the regions where rice is grown.  

• Participatory training of the artisans on the technology. 
• The provision of small loans to the community to promote and 

commercialize low cost building materials.  
• Strategies of installing Solar power to very poor families. 
• Installation of Energy saving stoves by village women animators as 

income generating activity. 
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7. Main Innovation aspects of initiative 
 

• Empowerment of the target population especially women, the sense of 
self-help, ownership and sustainability cultivated in over years through 
participatory approaches. 

• Sensitization on environmental issues. Protection and improvement of 
environment-knowing that traditional improved houses use readily 
available traditional building materials such as poles, grass and fired 
bricks that can bring adverse environmental problems if not addressed 
properly. 

• Firing bricks by use of rice husks or agro-waste with special open/field 
kilns. The simple open kiln introduced and disseminated to Brick makers is 
great innovation. The production units have stopped completely using fuel-
wood to fire bricks. The open /field/temporary kiln has very simple/cheap 
technology and has been adopted by brick producers in many parts of 
Tanzania where rice is grown. 

• Dissemination and extension methodology, use of village animators. 
MRHP has over 40 trained animators working at village level diffusing the 
technologies voluntarily.  

• The introduction of MRHP community based Savings and credit system 
to support production of energy products on loan basis. 

 
8. Recognition of the Initiative 
 
MRHP initiative is recognized locally, nationally and internationally after winning 
1st ASHDEN African Award 2006 on sustainable Energy. Nationally, Tanzania 
Government has approved MRHP products (Burnt Bricks) to used to construct 
public /social buildings./real estate etc. The winning of the award has been 
advertised on different papers, Business magazines nationally and 
internationally. MRHP featured also in BBC world television on the climate 
change series. For more information visit ASHDEN award website 
www.ashdenawards.org. The award ceremony is held every year in London. 
MRHP was awarded £30,000 to continue the activity of training Brick 
entrepreneurs and assist them construct sheds under their open/clamp kilns. 
(Please see a copy of the certificate of award enclosed with this report.) Other 
references have been sent to you recently with a separate normal mail.) 
In order to systematize and Institutionalize MRHP best practice Catholic 
University of Leuven – Belgium in collaboration with MRHP are documenting the 
experience. The job started in may 2006 and is expected to end this year 2007. 
The output will be a book and manuals of different technologies developed by 
MRHP. The work is been supervised by Prof. Han Vanchure.of Post Graduate 
centre for Human settlement. 
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