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Habitat Scroll of Honour Award 2007  

Nomination Form 

Once again, UN-HABITAT is pleased to invite you to submit your entry for the 2007 
awards. Habitat Scroll of Honour awards are for initiatives which have made outstanding 
contributions to human settlements development and improving the quality of life in 
cities and communities around the world. Since its inception in 1989 submissions from 
over 80 countries have been received with over 110 individuals, projects and institutions 
having received the awards.
 
Nominations For:  Projects  Individual  Organizations 
 
Name of Individual/Project/Organization: 
The Palestinian Housing Council (PHC)
 
Names of Person/s in charge: 
Nash’at Tahboub / Chairman of Board of Directors 
 
Nominee Details 
 
Address 1 The Palestinian Housing Council 
Address 2: Al-Ram / Jerusalem P.O. Box: 17128 
 
City: Al-Ram / Jerusalem
 
Country: Palestine                                         Zip Code: ......………………..............
 
Daytime Telephone: +970 2 2347144
 
Mobile Telephone Number:+970 599 211580 
 
Telefax: +970 2 2347143
 
Email: phcpal@gmail.com
 
Actions or Areas of Human Settlements: 
Housing finance, urban governance, civic engagement and cultural vitality 
 
Human Settlements Achievements: 
 
Through its projects and programs; PHC achieve the followings by the construction 
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of: 
 1,178 apartments in the Gaza Strip  
 408 house units in the West Bank  
 703 houses in rural areas  
 1,500 apartments in Jerusalem  
 241 houses have been rehabilitated  
 70 houses and compounds have been repaired in the old city of Jerusalem 

In addition to:  
 directly benefiting: 5,094 Palestinian families (29,034 Palestinians)  
 PHC's projects spread over (12) major cities and (170) villages in Palestine. 
 PHC provide about 2,186,303 working days for Palestinians 

    
Nominator Details 
 
Nominated by (person/organization): Dr. Nael Salman / UN-HABITAT Programme 
Manager, Special Human Settlements Programme for the Palestinian People. 
 
Address 1: UN-HABITAT Office, 1st Floor, UN- House, Husary Building, Tokyo Street. 
………………...........................................................………………........
 
Address 2: ………………...........................................................………………........
 
City: 
Ramallah……………...........................................................………………...................
 
Country: Occupied Palestinian territories...................................... Zip Code: 
......………………..............
 
Daytime Telephone:  009722-2976285...................................………….
 
Mobile Telephone Number: 00972599234900...............................................................
 
Telefax: 009722-2976285........................................................……………….............
 
Email: nael.salman@undp.org......................................................………………................
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1. BACKGROUND 
 
1.1. Introduction 
 
The Palestinian Housing Council (PHC) is established in Jerusalem in 
1991 as a non-profit national institution dedicated to helping alleviate 
the problem of housing. The establishment of the PHC coincided with 
the European Union's announcement of financial support to a number 
of economic sectors, including housing, in the wake of the Gulf war 
and its negative impact on the whole region. Following productive 
contacts between the PHC and the EU, an agreement was signed on 8 
July 1992 for EU support to the housing sector in the whole of the 
occupied Palestinian territories in order to address the severe housing 
shortage as a result of the Israeli occupation over the last three 
decades. The PHC undertook a period of preparation prior to 
implementing its programs that included the drafting of by-laws and 
an organizational structure, as well as establishing legal and financial 
regulations and policies. The EU grant was utilized for a number of 
housing programs and activities in the Palestinian areas that has 
resulted in the construction of hundreds of housing units.  

The contributions made by the PHC have targeted Palestinian rural 
areas, through a rural credit program which granted tens of loans for 
housing construction, as well as Palestinian urban areas.  

In light of the special status of Jerusalem, the PHC has also dealt with 
housing issues in the city through its Department for the 
Reconstruction of Jerusalem. The PHC has been able to rise more 
than $47.1M, primarily from Arab and Islamic resources, for 
consolidating and preserving Arab identity in the city and contributing 
to solving the housing problem which has been caused by a deliberate 
Israeli policy to undermine Arab existence and identity. 

1.2. Mission 
 
"To contribute solving the housing problems by providing low and 
medium income Palestinians with adequate and functional housing at 
affordable price" 
 
1.3. Objectives 
 
PHC’s main objective is to explore practical ways that will enable it to 
resolve the housing problem in the Palestinian Territories. Since PHC 
is a non profit organization, it has set out a number of objectives, the 
most important of which can be summed up as follows: 

 To minimize the housing dilemma among low and middle 
income families by providing them with both long term soft 
loans and the construction of low cost housing units. 
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 To contribute to the lessening poverty among Palestinian 
families through improving their housing environment.  

 To identify appropriate mechanisms to meet the basic housing 
needs of the Palestinian community. 

 To participate, along with national and international 
organizations, in the formulation of a national Palestinian 
housing strategy. 

 To develop sustainable housing programs and policies along 
with line agencies in Palestine. 

 To improve the construction industry by utilizing the most 
modern technical methods and quality standards. 

 To provide the interested national and international 
organizations as well as local communities with the current 
Palestinian housing situation. 

 To support housing and construction efforts in the city of 
Jerusalem at all levels, including the restoration of residences. 

 
1.4. Branches & Departments 
 
Since its establishment, PHC developed and improved its performance 
continuously. Not only were these attempts aimed at implementing its 
housing projects and programs related to the housing sector, they 
were also aimed at consolidating and enhancing its experience to set 
up professional administrative rules within a framework of 
responsibility, transparency and institutionalization of decision 
making. It should be noted that geopolitical conditions have imposed 
themselves on the PHC's performance and the mechanism of decision-
making. This adaptation was necessary to enable the continuation of 
its work. Two main branch offices were established, one for the 
northern districts to follow up work in the West Bank and the other in 
the southern districts to follow up work in the Gaza Strip. There is 
also a general coordinator who coordinates work between the two 
main branch offices. 
  
1.4.1. Branch office of the northern districts (the West Bank) 
  
The various activities of the northern district branch office in the West 
Bank is administered and supervised by the general administration of 
the office. The policies of the office are designed by the a 9 board panel 
in the West Bank whose Director oversees that the policies are 
implemented and the work is being done on a daily basis. The Director 
also supervises the emanating departments of the general 
administration. These are: 
  

 The Financial Department: supervises the various financial 
activities and undertakes accounting in the office.  

 The Credit and Marketing Department: supervises the follow up of 
credit programs and markets the housing units (apartments)  
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 The Department for the Re-Construction of Jerusalem: supervises 
the council's activities and programs in the city of Jerusalem. 
Given the specificity of the situation.  

 Department of Studies and Projects: caters for the preparation of 
studies intended for housing needed by the Palestinian 
community in a manner and content that allows the supplies to 
implement and follow them up on field and make their use come 
in the best manner for the beneficiaries.  

 The Northern Office (Nablus): follows up the council's activities 
in the northern parts of the West Bank.  

 The Southern Office (Hebron): follows up the council's activities 
in the southern parts of the West Bank. 

  

There are around 36 full time staff members that work in the northern 
district office in the West Bank. They are distributed to carry out 
various specialties and work in the various council's departments. 
  
1.4.2. The southern district branch office (Gaza Strip) 
  
The various activities and programs of the southern district branch 
office in the Gaza Strip is administered and supervised by the 
committee of the southern districts, members of the administrative 
board from the Gaza Strip who design their own policies and the 
council's programs. The operations of the branch office are 
administered by the Director General who also supervises the 
implementation of policies and follows up the daily works of the office 
in the various following departments: 
  

 The Financial Department: follows and supervises various 
financial and accounting operations of the office  

 The Credit and Marketing Department: supervises and follows up 
the credit programs and the marketing of apartments. 

 The Maintenance Department: follows & supervises maintenance 
works in the various hoping projects.  

 

The office employs 16 full timers in its various departments. 
  
2. DESCRIPTION OF THE INITIATIVE 
 
PHC administers a number of activities intended to meet Palestinian 
housing needs that have evolved over the more than three decades of 
Israeli occupation of Palestinian lands. The challenge for PHC is to 
understand and deal practically with these realities and to limit their 
negative impact on Palestinian families. 
 

Over its first 16 years of operation and continuous work, the PHC has 
succeeded in contributing approximately $119M in direct investments 
in the housing sector in Palestine, through the construction of: 
  

 1,178 apartments in the Gaza Strip  
 408 house units in the West Bank  
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 703 houses in rural areas  
 1,500 apartments in Jerusalem  
 241 houses have been rehabilitated  
 70 houses and compounds have been repaired in the old city of 

Jerusalem 
 

In addition to: 
  

 directly benefiting: 5,094 Palestinian families (29,034 
Palestinians)  

 PHC's projects spread over (12) major cities and (170) villages in 
Palestine.  

 

Those achievements were implemented by the following projects and 
programs: 
 

a. Programs in Jerusalem: Due to the significance of the city of 
Jerusalem and the challenges it is facing, the reconstruction of 
Jerusalem has been prioritized by PHC through the 
establishment of a special unit, the department for the 
reconstruction of Jerusalem. This department is a means for 
middle class and poor families that seek to have their own 
houses through long-term loans and easy credit terms. PHC has 
succeeded in mobilizing 47.1 million dollars in financial support 
for its Jerusalem program to be used for consolidating and 
preserving Palestinian identity and existence in the Holy City. 
For this purpose, PHC has adopted these programs:  

 

 Individual credit program: The loan is provided for individuals 
who wish to construct and finish licensed houses that fall 
within the Jerusalem borders. An estimated 1000 
beneficiaries benefited from this credit type at a cost of 39.5 
million dollars benefiting 1500 families and the completion of 
2000 house units, 60 percentage of this program has been 
financed by the Saudi Fund and the rest has been funded by 
the EU, the MBC and the Jerusalem Treasury. 

 
Impact 
Interaction # of Beneficiaries Budget Building Type 
Construction Loans 1500 Families 39.5$ million  houses 

 
 Renovation and restoration program: This program seeks to 

rehabilitate and improve living conditions in old homes 
located outside the Old City. The program is funded by the 
Jerusalem Treasury that has accorded one million dollar for 
this purpose. The maximum amount of this credit is 10, 000 
dollars. An estimated 117 beneficiaries. 

 
Impact 
Interaction  # of Beneficiaries Building Type 
Renovation  117 houses 
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 Sumud (steadfastness) camp project: In its initial stages, the 
project is meant to establish 30 apartments for families with 
poor economic and difficult conditions who are currently 
residing ion the Islamic Cultural Center. The project is 
funded by donations raised by MBC Television. The program 
budget is estimated 1.6 million dollars. 

 
Impact 
Interaction  # of Apartments Building Type 
construction  30 Apartments 

 
 Participatory housing projects The idea is based on collecting 

money from various individuals who cannot on their own 
provide fees for construction licenses and land purchase. A 
list of people who want to have apartments with others is 
drafted. These people are usually willing to share the cost of 
licenses and construction together. PHC provides 
construction loans for an initial budget of an estimated one 
million dollars available as a pilot money project raised by 
MBC Television. 

 
Impact 
Interaction  Budget Building Type 
Construction Loans  1 million Dollars houses 

 
 Restoration of the old city of Jerusalem: This project is in the 

final stages, aimed to recover and subject to normal use the 
houses and compounds in the old city, the project financed 
by the Saudi program (Aqsa Fund) by 2 million US. Dollars, 
(70) houses and compounds have been restored, historic 
restoration considered. 

 
Impact 
Interaction  # of projects Building Type 
Renovation  70 houses 

 
 Other projects: In addition to the above, PHC has already 

completed a number of projects for the benefit of NGOs and 
Islamic Waqf in Jerusalem. PHC has completed the Al Mu'qat 
building in the Old City of Jerusalem and has renovated the 
Beit Safafa Welfare Society and built stairs for the Dar At-
Tifel Al Arabi School. 

 
Impact 
Interaction  # of projects Building Type 
Renovation  3 Community 

 
b. West Bank Apartment Program: This project is the biggest in 

both the private and the public sectors in terms of volume, cost 
and comprehensiveness. PHC has already implemented 13 
housing projects in various West Bank cities providing 408 
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house apartments at a value of 18.5 million dollars funded by 
the EU. (See table 2-1). 

 
Table 2-1: Number of finished apartments in the West Bank cities 
City # of Apartments City # of Apartments 
Jerusalem 30 Bitounia  30 
Jenin  64 Bir Zeit  20 
Nablus  58 Jericho  30 
Qalqilya  16 Bethlehem  44 
Al Bireh  31 Hebron  26 
Doura  44 Tulkarem 45 
Total  438  

 
c. Gaza Strip Apartment Program: as is the case in the West Bank, 

PHC has implemented a number of housing projects in the Gaza 
strip. Given the fact of overpopulation in Gaza and the 
culmination of the housing crisis, PHC has implemented a 
larger number of projects and has obtained diversified funding 
sources. In total, PHC has provided 1178 apartments located in 
Gaza. 

 
Impact 
Interaction  # of Apartments Building Type 
construction  1178 Apartments 

 
d. Rural Credit Program: This program was implemented in various 

parts of Palestinian rural areas at a total cost of 12.4 million 
dollars. 703 loans were granted in loan money on two stages by 
rotating the reimbursed sums from revenues of the program. An 
estimated half a million dollar was rotated in rural Jerusalem 
whereby 10 loans were granted in the third stage. 

 
Impact 
Interaction # of Loans Budget Building Type 
Construction Loans 703 12.4$ million  houses 

 
e. House rehabilitation program for the poor and the marginalized in 

the districts of Jenin and Jerusalem: This project makes grants of 
2000 to 3000 USDs to very poor and marginalized families living 
in abject housing conditions that do not meet the minimum of 
human conditions. 176 poor families living in sheer inhuman 
conditions have benefited from this project. The funding of the 
project was made by Welfare Association at a total estimated 
cost of 405,341 dollars. 

 
Impact 
Interaction # of Beneficiaries Budget Building Type 
Rehabilitation 176 Families 405,341$  houses 

 
f. House Adjustment and Improvement Program for the wounded 

and the severely handicapped: This project was implemented 
through funds by the Welfare Association. The project aims at 
rehabilitating 50 houses of wounded individuals who have been 
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severely impaired and require certain adjustments for their 
special needs. Work has been coordinated with organizations 
that cater for the treatment and rehabilitation of the 
handicapped. 

 
Impact 
Interaction  # of projects Building Type 
Rehabilitation  50 houses 

 
g. New Programs:  

 

 PHC started the first steps of the next generation of it's 
projects, which is (site and services) these projects aimed to 
upgrade certain sites being selected by PHC according to 
Palestinian housing policy requirements, to be prepared as 
focal housing spots, more details about this program will be 
displayed when it is ready. 

 PHC started the studies to establish the saving fund for 
housing, which will be subjected to all Palestinians. 

 
3. MAIN PARTNERS 
 
PHC's Projects are a community-based and oriented.  During the 
planning process, the local partners are: Ministry of Social Affairs, 
Local Authorities (LA), Community- based Organizations (CBO) and 
interested social workers, In addition to the international donors and 
agencies. PHC has been receiving grants and loans from various 
States, Arab, Islamic and International donors. The main contributors 
are shown below: 
 

Donor Sum in USDs 
European Commission 46,241,803 
Bayt Mal Al Qods Agency 5,893,681 
(OPEC) 5,000,000 
Al Aqsa Fund 12,000,000 
(USAID) 7,205,000 
(ICESCO) 25,000 
Government of Japan 10,000,000 
MBC Heritage of Islamic Trust 7,498,000 
The Saudi Fund for Development 20,091,260 
Welfare Association 145,500 
World bank 696,341 
Revolving Fund 22,806,053 
Total 137,602,638 

 
For further details of the above grants please see annex (page IX). 
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4. IMPACT
 

After establishing PHC in the year 1991, it played a significant role in 
the housing sector in Palestine. In addition PHC made a big deference 
in life of numerous Palestinian families by: 
 

 5094 family, or 29,034 habitant benefit directly from the PHC 
projects and programs. 

 PHC provide about 2,186,303 working days for Palestinians. 
 PHC Enhance the performance of some of the Palestinian 

institutions by renovating and rehabilitating their buildings. 
 Reduce the migration of Jerusalem inhabitants by support them 

to have their own habitations. 
 Reduce the migration of rural areas' inhabitants by supporting 

them to have their own habitations in their own towns and 
villages. 

 Reduce the percentage of the occupancy ratio in many 
Palestinian families' habitations. 

 Reduce the cost of construction of habitations for many medium 
and limited-income families. 

 PHC preserved Palestinian architectural spirit; its projects 
acknowledge culture, lifestyle, needs and desires of the 
beneficiary.  

 PHC preserved the architectural and urban style and spirit 
inside the old city of Jerusalem by rehabilitating 70 houses and 
compounds there. 

 Improve living standards and conditions in addition to creating 
a suitable environment for many Palestinian families.   

    
5. SUSTAINABILITY 
 
The PHC's approach to implementation of technical cooperation 
projects aims at ensuring sustainability in many dimensions, projects 
execution and outputs, in addition to approaches, mechanisms and 
building systems through: 
 

 Implementing the project through building sustainable systems 
and human capacities of local counterparts to internalize the 
participatory approaches and innovative ideas developed during 
implementation;  

 Establishing an enabling environment including institutional, 
administrative and financial frameworks to facilitate replication.  

 Undertaking all activities and decisions in a transparent and 
participatory manner including all relevant stakeholders; 

 Fully utilizing existing local capacities in the conceptualization, 
design, implementation and monitoring and evaluation. 

 Carry out studies of low-cost housing, low maintenance and 
sustainable project features such as alternative energy sources 
(photovoltaic panels for the roof, solar hot water). 
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 Recycle the recovery of its loans to the beneficiaries to use them 
new beneficiaries. 

 

Since the housing issue is a core issue in social sustainability, PHC 
took the following measures and actions to ensure that: 
 

 PHC continue to support and resource the development of a 
national housing strategy to respond to housing need in the 
short and the long term. 

 PHC always investigate and argue local and international 
donors to contribute or increase their contribution for housing 
issue in Palestine. 

 PHC has transparent measures in ranking and selection of the 
beneficiaries by forming committees of PHC and its local 
partners (Ministry of Social Affairs, local authorities, social 
workers…) in addition to site visits and the approval of the 
donors. 

 PHC continue to be a resource center for the community and to 
the national government due to housing policies and strategies, 
knowing that it was founded prior the foundation of the Ministry 
of Housing, which was benefit from the experience of PHC at the 
year 1994 when it was established.  

 
6. TRANSFERABILITY & UPSCALING 
 
PHC administers a number of activities intended to meet Palestinian 
housing needs that have evolved over the more than three decades of 
Israeli occupation of Palestinian lands. During the last 16 years since 
its foundation, PHC achieved several projects whose features can be 
determined and their impact measured. The assessment of PHC 
programs and projects showed the vital need of them. 
 

All of the programs and projects listed above in articles (2.a to 2.d) are 
ongoing projects they replicable by recycle the recovery of projects’ 
loans to use them for new beneficiaries. Program listed in the same 
article (2.e) have been replicated for the second time. For the rest and 
whenever it will be possible they will be replicated after doing the 
necessary development. 
 
7. INNOVATION 
 
As the result of the economic decrease status and the long period of 
Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories the limited-income, poor 
and marginalized families are becoming in more difficult conditions 
especially in habitation aspects. This is reflected in the facilities and 
utilities of the housing conditions in terms of physical and functional 
status. 
 

The PHC as following up the trends in housing sector in Palestine has 
initiate many programs in order to increase the functional housing 
stock and develop the living standards of the limited-income, poor and 
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mineralized families across the country. The innovation is represented 
in the applied mechanism of the various programs. 
These programs in addition to housing regeneration activities also 
intended to create temporary job opportunities for the target 
beneficiaries. Also these projects are outreaching the beneficiary; more 
intervention components and lower cost. 
 
8. RECOGNITION OF THE INTIATIVE 
 
PHC achievements and initiatives highly recognized by Palestinian 
community, international organizations and donors, the following list 
show some examples: 
  

 PHC has received recognition from local newspapers and 
periodicals such as the Jerusalem Times, Palestinian Executive 
and others. They published the following articles: 

 

a. The Palestinian Housing Council…Journey of giving and 
allegiance, Palestinian Executive. Sep 2006.(for details 
please see annex page I) 

 
b. Maher Abukhater, Housing council helps rehabilitate 

homes of poor, The Jerusalem Times, Jan 22, 2005. .(for 
details please see annex page II) 

 

 The OPEC Fund for International Development extends US$ 2.5 
million grant for the Urgent housing program for poor and 
Marginalized Palestinian families. "…The initiative will be 
executed by the PHC, a non-profit institution that was established 
in 1991 to solve the housing problem in the West Bank and Gaza.  
Over the years the Council has become the leading institution in 
developing the housing sector and providing social housing for 
those of limited income…" OPEC Fund, Press Release.  Mar 14th, 
2006. 

 
 The OPEC Fund for International Development extends US$ 2.5 

million grant for the same program. "…The initiative will be 
executed by the Palestinian Housing Council, one of the largest 
establishments operating in Palestine..." OPEC Fund, Press 
Release. Sep 20th, 2005. 

 

 PHC was listed on 2001 in UNCHS Best Practice list, under the 
category of best practice in good governance. (For details please 
see annex page III). 

 

 Maher Abukhater, Palestinians face an uphill struggle on 
housing strategy, FortuneCity.com Inc, 2000. (For details please 
see annex page IV). 

 

 PHC was listed on April 1996 in united nation Best Practice list, 
under the category of Disaster Management and Humanitarian 
Investment. (For details please see annex page V)\
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9. ANNEX 
 
9.1. Articles 
 
The Palestinian Housing Council…Journey of giving and allegiance, 
Palestinian Executive. Sep 2006. 
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Edition: 565 Last Updated: Thursday, 1/23/2005 
[[ Jerusalem Times : Business & Economics ]] 
  

Housing Council helps rehabilitate homes of 
poor 1/22/2005 
 

By Maher Abukhater 
 
The Palestinian Housing Council (PHC) spent more than $400,000 in helping poor 
and marginalized Palestinians improve their living conditions, according to PHC 
officials during a working session held in Ramallah January 17. 
 
A total of 176 families in Jerusalem, Jenin, Tulkarm and Nablus have benefited from 
this program implemented by the PHC and financed by the World Bank through the 
Welfare Association Consortium, according to Omar Hanoun, acting general 
manager of the PHC. 
 
Abdul Rahim Assad, projects manager with the Consortium, said at the workshop 
titled Rehabilitation of Houses for the Poor and Marginalized Groups in the 
Palestinian Community that this was a pilot project and more money may be 
available in the future for the program. 
 
The workshop was intended to evaluate the project after four years and two phases 
during which households received a maximum of $2000 each as a grant to help 
them add a room or toilet or repair damages, said Assad. 
 
Since the applicants, decided on through coordination with the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, are poor, this amount is normally enough to at least help them improve their 
living conditions, he said. 
 
Minister of Labor and acting Minister of Planning Ghassan Khatib praised the 
program, which he said contributes to efforts to alleviate poverty and help the poor 
in the Palestinian society. 
 
He said more than 50 percent of the Palestinian population is considered poor 
blaming this situation on the Israeli occupation and its measures that curtail 
movement of Palestinians. 
 
He said the Israeli measures increase unemployment, which is a direct cause for 
poverty. 
 
The Palestinian Housing Council was established in 1992 as a non-profit 
organization to help build housing for middle to low income members of society. 
According to Nashat Tahboub, chairman of the PHC board of directors, the PHC has 
so far spent over $130 million on housing projects in the Palestinian areas either on 
building housing units or giving out loans to people to build their own homes mainly 
in rural areas. It has also contributed to rehabilitating old and run-down homes, 
some in Jerusalem as well as its project to rehabilitate houses for the poor and 
marginalized members of society. 
 
The main donors to the Housing Council are the Islamic Development Bank based in 
Saudi Arabia and the European Union. 
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PHC was listed on 2001 in UNCHS Best Practice list, under the 
category of best practice in good governance. 

 
 
Source Best Practice Database 2001 
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Palestinians face an uphill struggle on housing strategy 

Maher Abukhater   

… 

-while the PHC has received funds for low-cost housing  

The semi-official Palestinian Housing Council has a unique role to play as Palestinian 
self-rule gets under way. It is the implementing agency for the $37m granted by the 
EC in July 1992 to jump-start the housing programme in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. The PHC is responsible for the construction of around 1,200 apartments in the 
Occupied Territories (600 in the Gaza Strip and 600 in the West Bank) for low- and 
middle-income Palestinians. The apartments will be sold at cost to beneficiaries who 
do not own a house and have low or limited income. The money received from the 
sale of these apartments will then be recycled for further construction.  

The EC also gave the PHC control over a $4m pilot housing project it was funding in 
Gaza through an international non-governmental organisation. Two years later, in 
1994, the EU allocated another $11.5m for further construction, taking the EU's share 
in the Palestinian housing programme to $50m-plus, the highest contribution by a 
single donor so far. Likewise, the American government, through the US Agency for 
International Development (USAID), signed a memorandum of understanding with 
the PHC in February 1994 for the construction of 192 apartments to house low-
income Palestinian families in the Gaza Strip. Construction on the $7m project started 
in July 1994 and will be completed in a year. The remainder of the $25m committed 
by the USA for 1994 will be directed to technical assistance for the housing sector and 
a loan programme for new building or housing renovation by individuals.  

The PHC will cooperate with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
in the planning and construction of around 300 housing units for the Palestinian police 
force in the Gaza Strip. The Japanese government will initially provide $10m for this 
project, and will disburse a further $10m at a later stage. 
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PHC was listed on April 1996 in united nation Best Practice list, under 
the category of Disaster Management and Humanitarian Investment 

 

 
 

Arab States 

102. Palestinian Housing Council: The political, economic and social crises of the 
past three decades have caused major housing problems. Emerging from war and 
looking toward peace, improvement of living conditions and housing are essential for 
a permanent and lasting peace. According to official and independent Palestinian 
figures, an estimated 360,000 apartments will be required to solve the current housing 
shortage and demand for the next five years. The main objectives of the Palestinian 
Housing Projects are: (i) to find practical solutions to the housing problems in the 
Palestinian territories; (ii) to provide production of self- help housing for middle-and 
low-income households; and, (iii) to improve the living conditions for middle- and 
low-income groups. To date, more than eight thousand people in Gaza and more than 
three thousand people in the West Bank either have new homes or will have new 
homes in the coming year. Contact: Palestinian Housing Council, 9 Ali Bin Abu 
Taleb St., Jerusalem, P.O. Box 17128. Tel: 02 271666. Fax: 02 271357. 
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9.2. Projects’ Pictures 
 
9.2.1. Samples of Accomplished Projects 
 

 

 
Al Somoud Housing Project - Jerusalem  Senger Housing Project - Hebron 

   

 

 

 
Marah Ghnaim project - Doora  Yarmouk Housing project - Jericho 

   
 

 
 

Naser Housing Project - Ramallah Wadi Zoumar Project - Tulkarm  
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9.2.2. Samples of Renovations & Rehabilitations Projects 
 
 

  
Private house – Jerusalem (Before) Private house – Jerusalem (After) 

  

  
Private house – Jenin (Before) Private house – Jenin (After) 

  

  
Private house – Jerusalem (Before) Private house – Jerusalem (After) 

  

  
Private house – Jerusalem (Before) Private house – Jerusalem (After) 
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Private house – West Bank (Before) Private house – West Bank (After) 

  

  
Private house – West Bank (Before) Private house – West Bank (After) 

  

  
Private house – West Bank (Before) Private house – West Bank (After) 

  

Private house – West Bank (Before) Private house – West Bank (After)  
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9.3. Main Partners & Grants 
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