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Distinguished chairperson, delegates, ladies and gentlemen:

Good Merning!

It is my great pleasure to lead the Chinese delegation to attend the 21* Session
of Governing Council of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme
(UNHabitat). | warmly congratulate the opening of this important session. |
believe that this session will enhance the exchanges and cooperation in
promoting sustainable urbanization, reducing poverty and improving living
conditions among member states and regions . and push forward the

accomplishment of MDGs.

As a developing country with a large population, China is an important actor for
paverty eradication worldwide. Since United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED) convened in 1992, Chinese
government has been constantly implementing the strategy of sustainable
development, incorporating the idea and requirements of sustainable
development in the national development policy and action plan. In the new
century, the development goal — "building a well-off society in an all-round way”
has been set up. A series of policies and measures are taken to promote the
healthy development of urbanization. As a result, remarkable achievements
have been made in the aspects of job creation, poverty reduction and living

environment improvement.

I. Strengthen macro-role of planning and classified guidance, push forward

urbanization in an active and stable way



China is in the process of rapid urbanization. In 2006, the urbanization level was
increased up to 43.9% from 26.4% in 1990, with about 10 million to 13 million

rural population immigrating to cities and towns annually.

Aiming at balancing the urbanization process and resource environment, the
Chinese government attaches great importance to the role-play of adjustment
and control of urban and rural planning. The coordinated development among
big, medium-sized and small cities with a rational layout is highlighted. The
construction in urban and rural areas is planned as a whole, and the spreading
and driving functions of cities towards countryside and regions are boosted up,
which promotes the balanced development between urban and rural areas and
among regions. The development mode of cities has been transformed into
intensive development. Resource-efficient and environment-friendly cities are
established through the principle of land, water, energy and building material
efficiencies as well as comprehensive utilization of resources in every phase of

urban planning and construction.

Meanwhile, attention is paid to the classified guidance for rural-urban population
immigration in order to make the urban population growth adapt to the supply

capacities of employment, infrastructural and public services.

For the rural labors working temporarily in cities, the policy of two-way
immigration between rural and urban area has been decided, which ensures that
farmer workers can work both in farmlands and factories. Their legal rights and

interests are safeguarded accordingly. For the rural population who lost lands



because of urban construction, the city government is responsible for offering job
assistance, capacity training, unemployment insurance and minimal life
guarantee. For the extremely poor people and zero employment families in cities,
the government assistance system is established, including financing and
taxation credit policies to increase job opportunities in a multi-channel way. In
2005 only, the social security subsidy, including job creation subsidy, provided by

the finance at all levels amounted to RMB ¥ 181.764 billion.

It. Strengthen the construction of public infrastructural services to improve

quality of the human environment

Chinese government attaéhes great importance to the basic and secure role of
of urban infrastructure for urbanization, tries to increase the investment to
promote the eco-environment upgrading and comprehensive rehabilitation of
poilution, aiming at improving the living environment in cities. From 2001 to
2005, the central and local finance allocated RMB ¥ 44 .7hillion and RMB
¥ 361.84 billion respectively to the construction of urban infrastructures. Under
the guidance of financing capital, the investment for fixed assets of municipal
utilities increased from RMB ¥ 235.19 billion in 2001 to RMB ¥ 550.55 billion in
2005, which raised the level of municipal infrastructure and improve the living

conditions effectively.

Meanwhile, the Chinese government strives to optimize the investment structure
so that the weak parts in the process of urbanization can be offset and the
capacity of sustainable development can be strengthened. Firstly, with a view to

the balanced regional development and comprehensive planning of urban and



because of urban construction, the city government is responsible for offering job
assistance, capacity training, unemployment insurance and minimal life
guarantee. For the extremely poor people and zero employment families in cities,
the government assistance system is established, including financing and
taxation credit policies to increase job opportunities in a multi-channei way. In
2005 only, the social security subsidy, including job creation subsidy, provided by

the finance at all levels amounted to RMB ¥ 181.764 bhillion.

l. Strengthen the consiruction of public infrastructural services to improve

quality of the human environment

Chinese government attaches great importance to the basic and secure role of
of urban infrastructure for urbanization, tries to increase the investment io
promote the eco-environment upgrading and comprehensive rehabilitation of
pollution, aiming at improving the living environment in cities. From 2001 to
2005, the central and local finance allocated RMB ¥ 44 7billion and RMB
¥ 361.84 billion respectively to the construction of urban infrastructures. Under
the guidance of financing capital, the investment for fixed assets of municipal
utilities increased from RMB ¥ 235.19 billion in 2001 to RMB ¥ 550.55 billion in
2005, which raised the level of municipal infrastructure and improve the living

conditions effectively.

Meanwhile, the Chinese government strives to optimize the investment structure
so that the weak parts in the process of urbanization can be offset and the
capacity of sustainable development can be strengthened. Firstly, with a view to

the balanced regional development and comprehensive planning of urban and



groups, and great efforts are Made to ensure the Jow income households have

the same access 1o the basic utilities and services.

. Keep deepening housing system reform, improve the housing

conditions of the urban residents.

The improvement of the housing conditions for the urban residents, especially,

urban housing guarantee system which covers comfortable housing, low-rent
housing and centra] provident fund Systems is basically set up. In the 21%
century, the newly-built housing in Chinese urban and rural areas annually is 1.3
billion square meters, among which, 500-600 mitlion Square meters are in urban
area. From 2001-2005, 500 million square meters of dangerous housing had
been renovated and this greatly improved the housing conditions for more than
10 million households., The basic housing problems have been solved for
547,000 lowest-income families in urban areas through the low-rent housing
systems. At the same time, urbanization has brought a great many of spare labor

to the cities. We have taken various Measures to help farmer workers meet their



basic housing needs.

V. Stick to poverty reduction through development projects, accelerate the

development in poverty-stricken areas

Chinese government Puts the poverty reduction and development in rural areas
into the National Program of the Economic and Social Development, and keeps
increasing the policy and financing support for the poverty reduction. We adhere
to the principle of poverty reduction through development projects through
strengthening local infrastructural development, promoting local resource
exploration and utilization and industrial structure adjustment, with an aim to
Increase the self-development capacity and self-accumulation of experiences in
poor areas. We are improving the quality of people in poor areas through

popularizing the 9-year compulsory education and establishing new Cooperative

countries and social donations. The Chinese government has been actively
learning international experiences in poverty reduction and carried out
successful cooperation and exchanges with international organizations, such as,
UNHabitat, UNDP, the World Bank as well as bilateral donating agencies and

NGOs. In 2006, the poverty population in rural areas was reduced to 21.48

poverty reduction cause in the world.

Chairperson, distinguished delegates,




China is still a developing country where the per capita income level is low. The
problem of unbalanced development between urban and rural areas is rather
acute. We still need long-term and strenuous efforts to realize the goal of poverty
elimination and common wealth. We think that, in order to push forward
sustainable urbanization, we must stick to local characteristics and carry out the
urbanization adapted to the national conditions; we must stick to
human-centered principle and put “peaceful and comfortable life” as the priority
of the poverty reduction so as to let everyone enjoy and share the fruits of reform
and development; we must stick to the leading role of public finance to promote
the coordinated development between population, resources and environment.

Poverty reduction is a difficult issue worldwide. Starting from the common
interests of humanity, international communities, especially developed countries,
should strengthen the efforts of support for developing countries, create
favourable external conditions of economic and social development in
developing countries, help the whole world minimize the difference between rich
and poor. The Chinese government wishes to further strengthen the
collaboration with UNHabitat, relevant international organizations and other
countries and work together to promote world peace and development, promote

human progress and realize the Millennium Development Goals.

Thank you.




