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Ladies and Gentlemen:

We meet again this year, since 2005, to collectively deliberate on those 1ssues
that define the nature of the relationship we have with each other as different
countries of the world. These are issues and concerns that highlight the fact
that towards each other and collectively as the internauonal community we
have particular responsibilities towards the poor. Vanous resolutions wthin the
United Nations system have consisteny highlighted this fact and the most 1
this regard that has become our guidng [bght] remans the Millenium

Development Goals.

When we made w1 2002 in the Johanneshurg Declaration of the World
Summit Sunmunit on Sustawnable Development 1o spare no ef{forn ‘to free our

[ellow men, women and children Trom the abject and dehumanising condions



of extreme poverry’ and to ‘making the nght to development a reality f{or
everyone, and to freeing the entire human race from want’ we recogrused that
our responsibilities 10 the poor were indeed collective. Thus to us, the African
Minusterial Conference on Housing and Urban Development (AMCHUD), the
call by the 2005 World Summit on governments and the intemational
commumty to increase the resources required 1owards housing and related
infrastructure and 1o establish slum prevention and slum upgrading measures in
place, was a natural consequence of the appreciauon of the collective

responsibility we have towards the poor.

At this General Council, which happens in the second year of the
formation of AMCHUD, we once again have taken it upon ourselves 10
propose some concrete acuon that could be taken 1o ensure the realisation of
these commutments. Recognising that the process of accelerated and rapid
urbanization deepens and sustains poverty within the cities and wowns of the
contnent - as amply demonstrated by the stubbomness in the growth of shums
~ we have come 1o the conclusion that a regionally based wuative 1o help
mobilize resources would be the most urgently needed soluion 1o the
parucular problems we are being confronted with. We are proposing that a an
Africa focused financing mechanism for slum prevention and slum upgrading
that would cawlyse increased official development assistance and investmen
o Afrca is in need of establishment within UNHABITAT. We believe that
s establishment wall strengthen the effectiveness of UNHABITAT in meetug
the objecuves being set particularly in the proposed Medium-Term Strategic
and Institutional Plan for 2008 - 2013 whose endorsement we recommend 1o

this session.



If established the mechanmism would be umportant in providing research
inio ways (o stem the growth of slums and their upgrading, the recording of
best pracuces, the establishment of pilot projects and the wnplementanon of

review and monitonng system whose development is presenty faurly advanced.

UNHABITAT 15 the only dedicated UN agency on issues of housing
and human settlements with the capaciry and relanive advantages to admuniseer
the mecharusm. It has capacity 1o encourage the kind of parnerships needed 10
ensure that collecuvely we mdeed do debver on the responsibiiues we have
recognized for ourselves 1o the poor. It follows therefore that Africa wall not
meel the targets set in the Millennium Development Goals without deliberate

and focused artenuon from UNHABITAT. Hence the appeal we are making,.

We appeal that as proven by the resolutons and acuons we collecuvely
have 1aken thus far let us remain consistent n the pursuit of the MDG 1argets.
For indeed, as the repor, In Larger Freedom, of the UN Secretary General 10

the World Summut stated:

At no ume m human hustory have the fates of every
woman, man and chid been so mierrwined across
the globe. We are vruted both by moral imperauves
and by objecuve mterests. We can buld a world
Jarger freedom — but 10 do n we must find

comunon ground and sustain collecuve action,

Let the 21" Session of the Governing Councid of UNHABITAT be a

[urther marker of our collecuve communment 1o the PO,



I thank you.
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