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IT IS AN HONOUR TO BE IN DRESS THIS

DISTINGUISHED SESSION ON URBAN SpST1INABILITY AT

THE SECOND WORLD URBAN FORUM, IBAR~ELONA 2004. I

EXTEND MY GRATITUDE TQTHE UN+HABJTAT FOR THE

INVITATION IT

COMMITMENT

~

WORLD. I SEE
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OF OUR
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RESOLUTION Or"URBAN S ON. THE
I

CONTINENT OF AFRICA. ASiYOU AL~ KN W, LAGOS IS
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CURRENTLY THE MOST POPULOltS ITY IN THE

CONTINENT WITH A POPULATION O~ .15 :tv1ILLION, AND
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WILL BE. ACCOMMODATING OVER 20 MItLION PEOPLE

BY 2010.

DEAR FRIENDS. THIS IS AN URBAN MItLENNIUM,
WHICH URBAN ISSUES WILL bccupy tHE qENTER STAGE

OF GLOBAL CONCERNS. IN:qEED BY 2025, :f:XPERTS TELL

US THAT URBANIZATION IS PROJECrrED I TO ACCOUNT

FOR NEARL Y TWO THIRDS OF GLOBAL I POPULATION,

THAT WOULD SOAR BY MORE THAN TWO :QILLION. MORE

INSTRUCTIVELY, IT HAS BEEN ESTIMATED I THAT BY THE

TURN OF THE SECOND DtCADE OF rI:lIS I MILLENNIUM,

THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE LIVING I1N U"RBAN AFRICA

WOULD HAVE INCREASED TO 500 MILijION.

THESE FIGURES ARE DISTURBING, ES~EC~L Y BECAUSE

THEY ACCOMPANIEDARE BY POVERTY AND

INCREASING HARDSillP OF PEOPLE nJrr TRtING TO GAIN

THEIR LIVELIHOOD AS BORNE BY tHE REALITIES

SLUM CONDITIONS IN OUR tITlES. WE AR!E TOLD THAT

70% OF AFRICANS LIVE IN slfuMs. TRULY, tHE SEVERITY

POVERTY IS RiEFLECTE@ POOROF OUR IN THE

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS OF ouR. CITtES.

FORCEWHILE URBANI SA TION IS A POSITI~ IN

PRODjuCTIVITY,STIMULATING AND SUPPORTING IT



POSES FRIGHTENING CHA~LEN GES, WHtN THE RATE

OUTPACES SERVICE DELIVERY AND ~REATION OF

WEAL TI , AS IS THE SITUATION IN SUB-SA*RA AFRICA.

THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (MDGS)
CANNOT BE ATTAINEIJ> WITHOUT CONFRONTING
POVERTY AND URBANI SA TION. THtRE IS NO

DEVELOPMENT AID OR PAR' NERSH]P FQRMULA THAT

EXCLUDES THE PEOPLE IN !rHEIR LOCAL I SETTING AND

THEIR COMMUNITY THAT CAN ROpt TO I EFFECTIVELY

ADDRESS THIS PHENOMENON. THE Df:CLJ,1RA TION THAT

CAME OUT OF URBAN 21 MAYORS' $UMN1IT IN BERLIN

(2000) EMPHASIZES THE NEED FOR NATIONAL

GOVERNMENTS AND DONOR AGEN~IES TO DEVOLVE

MORE POWERS AND RESOURCES TO ~T A 1tE, MUNICIPAL

AND LOCAL A UTH 0 RITtES IN TijIS REGARD,

DECENTRALIZATION AND S TREN G TItENnf G OF LOCAL

AUTHORITIES, OCCUPIES A SIGNIFICANT PLACE IN

INSTITUTIONAL REFORM NIGER]A,IN IT IS IN THIS

REGARD THAT WE ARE EXqITED WIT:HTFtE LANDMARK

FORMATION OF THE UNtTED CInES AND LOCAL

GOVERNMENTS IN PARIS EARLY THJS YEAR, A

VIRILEDEVELOPMENT WHICH GIVES MUNICIP ALIIrIES A

ION AT GLOBAL LEVEL.REPRESENTA
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THE ORGANIZATION OF THfS DIALOGUE I~ THEREFORE,

IMPORTANT INITIA TIVE IN pUR COLLECTIVE

EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINAB4E UiRBANISA TION,

WITHOUT WHICH, AS AGREED AT TIlE WPRLD SUMMIT

ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, JOHA~ESBURG 2002

(WSSD), SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CANNOT BE

ACHIEVED.

FOR ME, URBAN SUST AINABILITY HA~ TO I DO WITH THE

CAP ACITY AND ABILITY OF URBAN CENTRES TO

PROVIDE A MYRIAD OF OPPORTUNITtES, $ERVICES AND

SUP~ORT !FOR ORDERLY GROWTH AND ~EVELOPMENT

CITIES. SUCCINCTLY,PUT IT HAS Ira DO WITH

A SAFE, FUNCTIONAL, PRO UCTIVE,

SECURED ENVIRONMENT, NOT ONLY FOR THE PRESENT

BUT ALSO FOR THE FUTURE. I CE,

SUSTAINABILITY THUS PROVIDES A FRA EWORK FOR

LINKING ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOP NT, AND FOR

WITHcTHE ISSUES OF POVE' TY,

SECURING AND

URBAN

DEALING GENDER,

DEPRIVATION AND GOVERNANCE IN THE I CREATION OF

LIVEABLE CITIES

CONFLICTS, AND NATURAL I1>ISA&TERS. MEGAWARS,
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CITIES LIKE LAGOS WHICH ARE DIISTINtTL Y AT THE

CROSSROADS OF CULTURE, IDEAS, AND I CIVILIZATION

ARE EVEN MORE VULNERABLE. TIlE C:ItIALLENGE OF

URB AN SUSTAINABILITY THEN, REqUIRIf;S NOT ONLY

THAT CAPACITY IS BUILT TO MANAGE THESE

DISASTERS, BUT MOST IMPQRTA:NTLY THAT

INSTITUTIONS OF GOVERNANCE BE $TRE~GTHENED TO

PROVIDE A BROAD BASED PARTICIpATORY AND

INCLUSIVE PROCESS CITI;?:ENSHIPTHAT BUILD AND

COMMON HERITAGE.

IT IS IN RESPONSE TO SUCH CHALLiENG$S THAT THE

LAGOS STATE GOVERNMENT ENVISIO~n !As ITS POLICY

THRUST, 'POVERTY ALLEVIA TI.ON AND SUSTAINABLE

THESE CONSULTATIONS ANDDERIVING FROM

16 PRO-POORPARTNERSHIPS,

HEAL THCARE

WE HA VB ;INTROD~CED

PROGRAMMES,

PROMOTEP THE FIRST
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JUDICIAL REFORMS AND; IN PARTNERSIjlIP WITH

WORLD BANK, EMBARKED ON URBAN

TRANSPORTATION, URB AN UPGRAD ~ G, YOUTH

EMPOWERMENT, AND PUBLIC SEctOR REFORMS.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF OUR EtFORts TOWARDS

URBAN SUSTAINABILITY, LAGOS STATE I WON THREE

NIGERIA NATIONAL BEST PRACTIC~ A\\1ARDS IN

AREAS OF ENVIRONMENTAL SANITA~ION~ COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT, AND HEAL!rHCARE PELIYERY AT

WORLD HABITAT DAY CELEBRATIONS IN 2~O2.

PUSHING THE AGENDA OF SUSTAIN~ILtTY FORWARD

AND RECOGNISING THE ROLE OF CITIES S ENGINES OF

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND VEHICLES OF IN EGRA TION IN

AFRICA, THE FIRST NEPAD CITIES ONSULTATIVE

FORUM WAS ORGANISED BY THE -HABITAT IN

COLLABORATION

GO VERNMENT , IN

STATE

THE FORUM,

WHICH BROUGHT TOGETHER SEVE* AFkICAN CITIES,

UNDER THE SU$TA~ABLE NEPADINCLUDING LAGOS,

PROMOTEPROGRAMME, :R!ESOLVEDI TOCITIES

PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN T~ PUBLIq-PRIYATE SECTOR,

LINKAQES
i

AND UNDERTAKECITYFORGE
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INSTITUTIONAL REFORMS TO Rlt.SPO~D TO

OF TillS FORUM, LAGOS AND DQRBAN HAVE

COMMENCED PREP ARA TIONS TO~RDS THE

ESTABLISHMENT OF A CITY-TO-CITYI COQPERATION

SHARE EXPERIENCES AND BWILD CAP ACITI~S.

EVIDENTLY, PRINCIPALTHE CONStRAINTS

SUSTAINABLE URBANI SA TION LIE IN T/HE LACK

PLANNING, IMPLEMENTATION AND frfANAGEMENT

CAPACITIES ON THE PART OF GOVERNME~TS AND THEIR

PARTNERS. REVERSING THIS iSITUATION CAiLLS FOR THE:

PURSUIT OF GOOD GOVERNANCE

LOCAL CA ACITIES

FOR PLA ING

OF AND

AND

POVERTY,

trHE ROLE OF

FORDEVELOPMENT OF MEC~NISM

SQPPORT FROMCOHERENCE AND MUTUAL

DONOR AGENCIES.
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AS WE DIALOGUE IN TillS SESSION THiEREFPRE, WE CALL

NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS AND THE

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT CO MMUNITY TO

COMMIT MORE RESOURCES THAN :$EFO~, TOWARDS

STRENGTHENING THE CAPACITIES QF MPNICIP ALITIES

AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES, WHO A~ OETEN LEFT TO

GRAPPLE WITH THE NEGATIVE EIxTE~ ALITIES OF

GLOBALISA TION.

ABOVE ALL, LINKAGES BETWEEN GtOBAjL CITIES AND

SUPPORT IDEASFOR INNOVATIVE SHOULD BE

STRENGTHENED, AND STRAJTEGIES P C JAR TO EACH

HABITAT DEVELOPED. THESE WILL ENS FLEXIBLE
.

INSTRUMENTS FOR ACHIEVING 0 ST DESIRED

URBAN iSUSTAINABILITY

DEVELOPMENT GOALS.

MILLENNIUM

THIS SESSION MUST D~CLARATIONS

I MEASURABLE

WORKING ITOGETHER INAS DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS,

SYNERGY, MONITORING PROGRES$ SHARINGAND
ACfIIE~ A SECUREDEXPERIENCES WILL AS S URf;D L Y

FUTURE. Isl EVEN MORETHISSUSTAINABLEAND
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IMPERATIVE COMING AT ~HE HEErJS OE THE WORLD

FORUM ON URBAN CULTURES.

CONCLUDING, I WOULD LIKE TO SPBMjT THAT CITY

DWELLERS AND MANAGERS MU$T COMMIT

THEMSELVES TO: BRANDING TIilEIR CITIES, BY

CREATING A SHARED VISION; BELIEVING * ITS GROWTH

PROSPECTS; INVES TIN G IN HUMAN qEVELOPMENT;
SUPPORTPROVIDING SERVICES TO PRODUCTION

RATHER THAN CONSUMPTION; CRE~TIN~ NEW JOBS;

DECENTRALISING GOVERNANCE; AND ABOVE ALL,

PROVIDING FOR CITIES T~ WAY r AMfIES DO FOR

TH~S IS IA MATTER OFGOAL WILL BE UNA TT AINABLE.

OpTCqMES,SESSION'S AS WEWILL EMBRACE THE

9

THEIR MEMBERS. BY THESE, ITHE ABSORPTIVE

CAPACITY OF CITIES WILL BE ENHANCED 0 COPE WITH

THE CHALLENGES OF URBANISATION~ TUN-HABITAT

CAN PLA Y A ROLE BY GUARANTEEING A EVELOPMENT

BOND FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE URBAN PO R.

FOR, UNLESS THESE VALUES AR:ff AC IONED, AND..



THE FUTURE OF URBAN AFRICA.

AFRICA, LIKE OTHER DEVELOPING ICONtINENTS, CAN

ONL Y KNOW PROSPERITY AND ACHtEVE I THE MDGS IF

WE WOULD COMMIT OURSEt VEsl TO

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 2002 WORj}D ECONOMIC

SUMMIT FORUM GLOBAL AGENDA AND ~HA T OF

NEPAD PROGRAMME. I AM CALLING ON A~LDELEGATES

TO MOVE FROM PLEDGES r<i) PRACTI~ES, fROM SHARED

COMMITMENT"S TO CONCREiE PROGRAMM~S, AND FROM

INTENTS TO ACTIONS.

I THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION..
I1

,r
ASIW AJUBOLA AHMED TINUBU
GOVERNOR
LAGOS STATE, NIGERIA .

SEPTEMBER 15.2004
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